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EDITORIAL THE CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY

In this Jubilee year of Mercy, the Family Light invites you to examine how effective you have been in 

doing the works of mercy.  Pope Francis, reflecting on works of mercy, said: “Mercy has eyes to see, ears 

to listen, hands to resolve.”  During this year, the Church invites us to make conscious efforts to do the 

corporal and spiritual works of mercy. In this issue we focus on the corporal works of mercy.  I had the 

opportunity to visit a centre named: 'My Brother's Keeper'. What is interesting is that volunteers from that 

Centre go to the doorsteps of the poor to supply them with food and furniture. Thus they give hope to these 

people. Their mission is to bring the love and hope of Jesus Christ to those they serve. At each furniture 

delivery, they offer a crucifix as a gift with the message, “We're just the delivery people…this is the man 

who sent you the furniture.”

We are familiar with the following gospel text: “For I was hungry and you fed me, I was thirsty and you 

gave me to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me into your house. I was naked and you clothed me. 

I was sick and you visited me. I was in prison and you came to see me” (Mt 25: 35-36). In the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church, no. 2447, we read: “The works of mercy are charitable actions by which we come to 

the aid of our neighbor in his spiritual and bodily necessities.The corporal works of mercy are: 1. Feed the 

hungry, 2. Give drink to the thirsty, 3. Clothe the naked, 4. Shelter the homeless, 5. Visit the sick, 6. Visit 

the imprisoned and 7.  Bury the dead.

Pope Francis has been visiting by preference groups of people who need a pastor's concern: the refugees, 

the sick, people living in conflict situations. He washed the feet of prisoners and refugees including 

Muslims, Hindus and women. In this Jubilee Year, the Holy Father is setting a good example. Inspired by 

his actions we need to carry out corporal acts of mercy. In this issue, we have some moving personal 

testimonies of ordinary people to inspire us. As a teacher and member of the Vincent de Paul Society, 

Edward reaches out to the poor to satisfy their hunger and inspires others to do the same.  In doing so, he 

experiences the suffering and pain of the poor. Gracy Jilson, in her story, tells us how she quenches the 

thirst of people in her care as a nurse. She talks about various kinds of thirsts and how she was able to 

satisfy these, remembering the way Jesus did to the Samaritan woman at the well. Kulandai Francis, the 

recipient of the Ramon Magsaysay Award, shares his lifelong dream of service to the poor by motivating 

them to find shelter and clothing. He tells us also how he succeeded in that effort. 

We see a good gesture on the part of Dominic's family, when they comforted a family by forgoing their 

pilgrimage to Velankanni. It was a great learning for the children of Dominic and Annie. Realizing the call 

of Christ to the prison ministry, Fr. G.J. Anthonysamy shares with us how he helps to bring reconciliation 

between some of the prisoners and their family members. He also writes how this prison ministry helps 

him to share in the suffering of the prisoners. Pierre Darnaud, Pierre Fradin and their team tell us how they 

help families to bury their dead and grieve for the loss. The parish, the bigger family, joins the bereaved 

family in attending the funeral in order to show their solidarity.

It is fitting that the canonization of Mother Teresa took place during the Year of Mercy on September 4. 

She is aptly known as the mercy saint for the Jubilee. The words of Jesus in Matthew 25 were closer to her 

heart: “You did it to me”. Her postulator Father Kolodiejchuk writes: “Sometimes she would say, 'You 

don't have to go to Calcutta to find the poor. You find the poor right around you, in your own family. Those 

acts of mercy are little things: a smile, a word of consolation, reading the newspaper for someone, doing 

the shopping, spending a little time speaking to them. So, the actual works of the Missionaries of Charity 

are small things done with great love; ordinary things done with great love.”  Let this issue of Family Light 

motivate us to perform the corporal works of mercy with love and greater commitment. May the feast of 

Our Lady of Sorrows inspire us to be the people of mercy.
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“Help the poor. When you give to the poor, it is like 
lending to the Lord and the Lord will repay you.” 
These words were seeded in my mind by a nun who 
taught me catechism while I was in class 3, before        
I read them in the Bible. The school where I studied 
had an orphanage and there was a practice of 
collecting alms for the inmates. One day, my 
catechism Sister – that was how we called her, because 
in those days we were never told the names of nuns – 
showed a picture of Jesus in the posture of stretching 
His right hand forward as if asking for something. 
Then the nun asked us, “What is Jesus asking you?” 
None of us could answer! After a pause she said, “He is 
asking for alms to the poor! If you give, He will give 
you more than what you need!” My charity at a very 
small level, yet adapted to my age, began then with 
buying a ticket for a film to one of my class mates, 
skipping snacks. Then I realized there is more 
happiness in giving than receiving!  

In the year of mercy, I wanted to do something worthy 
and the offer came through the prison ministry of our 
diocese. Prisoners are now helped with some work to 
do. Thus they make money and send it to their 
families. For Christmas 2016, our diocese collected 
money for buying various things for the prisoners.       
I thought I should do something and volunteered to 
pay for a sewing machine and an iron for the prisoners 
in the central jail. The president of the ministry asked 
me if I could get a glucometer also to test the diabetics 
in the district jail. I said, “Yes. As a sacrifice I did not 
buy any new dress or other new things which I usually 
buy for Christmas. But Jesus had a different plan. 
Perhaps He did not want me to celebrate His birthday 
without a new dress. So He blessed me with nice 
Christmas gifts: an expensive sari through my sister 
and a lovely purse through my friend who came on 
holiday from New Zealand. These two did not really 
know about my sacrifice for the poor. Jesus might have 
presented the purse to me so that I might keep money 
for charity in the future.

Honestly, this was the best charity I ever did in my life. 
This is so satisfying because the alms I gave will be 
useful to so many prisoners at present and for many 
more in the years to come. The happiest thing to know 
is that they earn money regularly by stitching and 
pressing clothes and shoulder their family 
responsibilities while being in prison. At the same 
time, my charity is certainly very small when the 
population of the prison – 180 men –  is taken into 
consideration. Here I am reminded of Saint Mother 
Teresa's words, “what we are doing is just a drop in the 
ocean, but the ocean would be less because of that 

missing drop!” As our Holy Father says, “Practicing 
charity is the best way to evangelize!”

I would like to tell the readers of this article that I am 
aware of what Jesus says in the Gospel:  “When you 
give alms, your left hand must not know what your 
right is doing” (Mathew 6: 3).  My testimony is meant 
to stand witness to His words: “If anyone gives you a 
cup of water to drink just because 
you belong to Christ, then I tell 
you solemnly, he  will most 
certainly not lose his 
reward”  (Mark 9: 41).                                              

GIVING ALMS TO THE POOR

B. Deva Shanthini,  Kottar

As part of the monthly COMPAS workshop series, the 
Holy Cross Family Ministries organized the workshop 
titled  on 30  July 2016 at The Brothers th

Love Language
of Holy Cross, Bangalore. Fr. Arul Raj Gali, CSC, the 
Director of Holy Cross Family Ministries facilitated 
the workshop where the participants were introduced 
to the Five Love Languages as proposed by Gary 
Chapman.

The participants learnt and discovered their primary 
and secondary Love languages which would assist 
them in powerful ways to express their love and 
connect with others by using the appropriate love 
language. Fr. Arul Raj stressed the fact that 
understanding each other's love languages in a spousal 
relationship would help in keeping the love tank full. 

Developing a listening capacity, being sensitive, 
empathetic and appreciative of the other would enable 
the couples towards a peaceful and satisfying married 
life. Fr. Arul Raj also highlighted the dynamics in 
couple relationships due to differences in management 
of conflict and the importance of striking a balance 
between relationship and goals. The participants 
acknowledged the value of trust and respect in 
maintaining healthy relationships. Thorough 
interactive and engaging sessions, the facilitator 
helped the participants to be forthcoming in sharing 
their experiences. Discovering the love languages of 
self and their partner, the couples were highly 
appreciative of the session on Love Languages.

Workshop Report on “Love Languages”

Fr. G.A. Arul Raj, csc

Director, Holy Cross Family Ministries
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FEEDING THE HUNGRY

As a Vincentian my 
vocation is to serve 
Christ in the poor and 
suffering and to bear 
witness to Christ's 
compassionate and 

tender love and, in the process, through the grace of 
God, journey together towards holiness which is 
perfect union with Christ.

In the Society of St. Vincent de Paul we make it a point 
to go to the doorstep of the needy to do our work of 
charity. In one such visit, I was shocked to find our 
beneficiary living in a hutment near a dumping yard.  
The whole place was infested with mosquitoes. I not 
only had to give food to the family, but also arrange an 
alternative dwelling place. 

Visiting their houses gives me an opportunity to 
experience the suffering of the poor as well as to pray 
for them. I also become grateful to God for what I am 
blessed with. 

�
There is another instance of a donor becoming a 
beneficiary. A wealthy merchant who had been 
donating rice to our Society had undergone a loss in 
business and now he was living under a thatched roof. 
We now feed his family. 

Feeding the hungry teaches me the virtue of humility. I 
should not have the 'I have - you don't - you take it' 
attitude, because the poor are our lords and masters 
and we are hardly worthy of rendering our petty 
services to them.

In our Conference meetings at the parish level, we 
contribute to what is known as the 'Secret Bag'. We 
also contribute monthly donations. We decided to 
forego one cup of tea or coffee per day and donate that 
money to buy groceries for the poor. 

As a Vincentian, I obtain charitable donations from the 
rich and the blessings of God from the poor. Recently 
one of my wealthy old students invited me to his 
marriage. I asked him whether he could set aside a part 
of his marriage expenses for charity. He agreed to 
donate a huge amount.

As a teacher I tell my students not to waste food. I tell 
them that for every mouthful of food they waste, there 
is a child dying in India for want of food. Recently my 
class students, who wanted to celebrate my birthday, 
were motivated to sponsor a meal for the inmates of 
Mother Teresa's Home. 

As educational officer of the Society of St. Vincent de 

Paul, I have had the opportunity of sanctioning 
scholarships to thousands of poor students throughout 
the country in order to pursue their vocational and 
technical education. I have received many feedbacks 
from such students stating that now they have a good 
job and are able to take care of their parents and 
siblings. They have also come forward to donate 
money from their salary for sponsoring scholarships 
for poor students like them.

As a project officer, I have had the opportunity of 
sanctioning self help projects for poor families. When 
I visited those families after the completion of the 
project, I could see smiles on their faces, because they 
now can support themselves and live a life of dignity. 

 “Whoever has a bountiful eye will be blessed for he 
shares his bread with the poor”

B. Edward Joseph, Salem 

Report of Enrichment Program Workshop

The monthly series of the Marriage Enrichment 
Program was organized by Holy Cross Family 

th 
Ministries (HCFM), Bangalore, on 10 July 2016 at 
The Brothers of Holy Cross, St. Mark's Road, 
Bangalore. The goal of the workshop series is to assist 
couples in strengthening their marital bond towards an 
enriching family life. The workshop which began at 
2.45 pm was well attended by enthusiastic couples. 
War Room, a faith-based family movie which shows 
the trials and tribulations of an American-African 
family was well appreciated by the participants. 

Reflecting on various themes in the movie, the 
participants emphasized the importance of placing 
God at the center of their relationship and imbibe the 
values of forgiveness, true care and life. The value of 
having a spiritual mentor like Mrs. Clara in one's life in 
using prayer as a weapon to battle with life's problems 
was truly enlightening for the couples. Maintaining 
relationship with God through all things in daily life 
and not just simply during prayer helps in developing 
the attitude of gratefulness. Relying on faith and acting 
on it provided opportunities for the family to change 
and resolve their problems. Trusting God through 
crisis situations in life and creating personal spaces to 
develop relationship with God is really crucial. 
Overall, the participants appreciated the portrayal of 
faith in the movie and the importance of open 
communication in familial relationships. In reaching 
out to people and parenting the next generation, the 
message of God's kindness needs to be passed on.

Fr. G.A. Arul Raj, csc

Director, Holy Cross Family Ministries
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SHELTERING THE HOMELESS

Could you give us a brief description of the project 
that you started a few years ago to help the poor 
and the homeless?
I joined the Fathers of Holy Cross as a young man with 
the intention of becoming a priest. As a regent, I went 
to Seshurajipuram in 1975, a very remote village in 
Krishnagiri District. The people were living in acute 
poverty. After leaving the congregation, I felt that I 
should go back to the same village in order to work for 
these people. So, I started my project in the same 
village. Due to the lack of employment, young people 
used to migrate to other places. In the beginning, we 
built a small school. Later on, I saw that there was no 
water for cultivation. Then, after discussing with the 
people, I started another project. We began to build 
check-dams. As I received funds from abroad, we 
began to giving loans to these people.

In the beginning, the project was not working very 
well. People were not able to return the money. So, the 
project was an utter failure with the men, but I didn't 
give up. As I realized that credits are very important for 
development, I started to work with women groups in 
1995. Then the project had much better impact. 
Women are sincere, honest and trustworthy in the 
credit management. As the project became more and 
more successful we thought of expanding it to nearby 
areas. Today, we are active in 2000 villages in 3 
districts with more than 10,000 self-help groups 
reaching out to 1,85,000 family members.

Could you tell us something about these self-help 
groups?
In these groups, we must have a minimum of 12 
members, but not more than 20. These are informal 
groups. Their main activities are credits and savings. 
These groups meet twice a month. They do some 
savings. Once the groups are strong enough, they are 
linked with a bank to get more credits from it. So, the 
people must do some savings and get credit facilities 

from the bank. Personally, I serve as a facilitator and a 
motivator for these groups.
What exactly motivated you to start such a project?
When I was in High School, I was involved in social 
action. In my family, I was the only one sent to college. 
My parents used to borrow from money lenders, after 
they lost a piece of land. They suffered a lot to educate 
me. I studied Commerce in Annamalai University and 
completed my studies in 1970. After completing my B. 
Com. degree, I didn't want to go for a govt or private 
job. Had I thought of doing it, I would have been in a 
good position. I felt guilty of going for a job, because 
my family lost its only landed property (a small 
cultivable land) for my education. It affected the whole 
family. Whatever help I gave, my brothers being 
uneducated, they could come up to my level. In such 
circumstances, I decided to do something for the 
society.

In what way is your project a real help to these 
people?
After we built check-dams, people could cultivate 
their lands. It generated a lot of employment. Then I 
opted for credit management. The people got better 
jobs and better income. As the self-help groups spread 
everywhere, we employed a lot of people who now can 
get away from money lenders. Moreover, we know 
very well that, in India, girls in villages are not given 
much opportunity for higher education. They are not 
involved in decision making process. When they join 
self-help groups, they manage their own finances, they 
can send their children to school, drop outs are 
avoided, child marriages are stopped. In other words, 
when you empower a woman, you empower also her 
family.

What are the main difficulties you encountered in 
the course of years to carry out this project?
In the beginning, some people thought that, since I am 
a Christian, I wanted to convert them to Christianity 
through this project. Later on, by looking at the way I 
worked with them, these people got rid of that 
prejudice. Moreover, the local government officials 
were very jealous of me. So, they started giving wrong 
information to the higher officials. However, because 
of my will power, I came out of that. Even today I get 
some other kinds of problems.

Can you say what you learned personally from that 
experience?
Today, I am successful, because I always had a passion 
for my work. I like my work. I am passionate about it. I 
enjoy it. My life has meaning today. I learned also 

Continued on Page 5

Here is the report of an interview with Mr. Kulandai Francis, the President of IVDP (Integrated Village 
Development Project) in Tamilnadu. He received the Ramon Magsaysay Award in 2012.
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VISITING THE PRISONERS 

In the Jubilee Year 2000, the Catholic Bishops' 
Conference of India recognized the Prison Ministry 
and established it as an NGO for the whole of India. 
Then all the dioceses in our country have taken it up as 
a diocesan ministry and have started their own units to 
visit all the prisons in their respective territories.

Personally, I took up this ministry in the year 2010 and 
started visiting the central jails at Puzhal. The basic 
source of this ministry is prayer. Whenever I go to visit 
prisoners, I pray before the Blessed Sacrament in order 
to get the strength and the inspiration I need to offer my 
services to prisoners properly.

What strikes me when I visit jails is to see that 60 to 
65% of the prisoners are innocent. Most of them are 
poor and ignorant. Some of them do not know the 
reasons why they are in jail. When I meet such people, 
I slowly make them understand their situation. There 
are some prisoners whose family members are not 
aware of their being in prison. In such cases, I go to 
their homes and request their family members to come 
and visit them. That is a great consolation for the 
prisoners.

Whenever I visit prisoners, I can see that they are 
eagerly waiting to share their mental agony and pain 
with me. I listen to them and console them. Thus they 
get some peace of mind.

I visit also the prisoners' children who are abandoned. I 
try to find out their real needs and answer them the best 
I can. I make arrangements to pay their education fees 
and I put these children in boarding houses, whenever 
both their parents are in jail.

I try to obtain the release of the innocent prisoners. 
When it is proved that they are innocent, I make 
arrangements for them to obtain free legal aid and I 
help them to be released from jail on bail. I try to 
contact as many prisoners as possible to wipe away 
their tears and reduce their pain and agony. I help them 
to come out of their mental depression.

Another important service that I render in this ministry 
is to bring about reconciliation between the prisoners 
and their families. There are some cases of prisoners 
who are not accepted by their families. Then I go to 
talk to the family members, trying to convince them to 

welcome their children back home. It is always a 
difficult process. Yet, by the grace of God, I am able to 
help some of them.I personally benefited a lot after 
taking up this new ministry. I had carried out the 
pastoral work for 23 years, but after taking up this new 
ministry, I faced so many new challenges in my 
priestly life. I also benefited a lot. 

I became aware, in a very concrete way, of Christ's call 
in my life. To be with prisoners gives me the assurance 
that I meet Christ in them. I can see a lot of prisoners 
thirsting for help and consolation. Moreover, by doing 
this ministry, I learn to accept my own small trials. It 
helps me also to be more patient and humble. This 
ministry gives me the chance to bring glory to God and 
to promote the human dignity of these prisoners. It 
leads me to be grateful to God for all that I have done 
for these prisoners in spite of my weaknesses and 
mistakes.

Fr. G. J. Anthonysamy
Advocate in Madras High Court

Report of Enrichment Program Workshop

Fr. G.A. Arul Raj, csc

Director, Holy Cross Family Ministries

A Marriage Enrichment Program was organized by 
Holy Cross Family Ministries (HCFM), Bangalore on 
20  August 2016 at Infant Jesus Church, Vivkenagar 

th

Bangalore targeting engaged couples. The goal of the 
workshop series is to assist couples in strengthening 
their marital bond towards an enriching family life.           
The workshop which began at 3.30 pm was well 
attended by over 40 enthusiastic engaged couples. A 
faith based movie called 'War Room’, which deals 
with life of an American-African family was shown to 
the participants

Many of the young engaged couples recognized       
and acknowledged the power of prayer in responding 
to the challenges of a family life. The values                
o f  fo rg iveness ,  shar ing ,  commitment  and 
communication play a very important role in 
enhancing the quality of a family life. Keeping aside a 
place for personal prayer in the residence would help 
them to imbibe courage during testing times. Also, 
having a supporting friend or a mentor who would 
guide them during difficult times is very valuable. 
Overall, the participants cherished the way faith was 
depicted in the movie, sometimes with humor. The 
young couples carried home the message of believing 
in God not only during religious activities but also in 
living their daily lives as family.

Infant Jesus Church, Viveknagar, Bangalore
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COMFORTING THE SICK

K.U. Dominic, Bangalore

I had been appointed as a post-graduate teacher of 
English at a new school in Kolathur, in December 
1991. My certificates had been sent for verification to 
the District Educational Officer; my salary would 
come only after the certificates were scrutinized and 
verified. Six months had passed and the approval from 
the Department of Education was still awaited. 

I had not drawn any salary for six months. The school 
fees for my kids - Vinu studying in Class 9 and Minu in 
Class 4 - had not been paid. There were other pending 
bills, too. The only cash I had was what we had put by 
for a trip to Velankanni from the 19th to the 21st of 
June '92. 

It was Wednesday evening. We were to leave for 
Velankanni around midnight on Thursday. All the four 
of us were waiting eagerly for Thursday night. Final 
preparations for the trip, and last minute shopping 
were to be attended to. But we had more than 24 hours 
at our disposal. 

Prejwel was ill. The exhausted seven-year-old tried to 
rise. He couldn't. Thulasi, his sleepless, anxious 
mother gently restrained him. Perspiration fitted his 
forehead. His parched lips, lusterless eyes, sallow 
cheeks, dry skin, short sporadic breaths, made him 
look so fragile. Thulasi forced back the tears that 
welled up in her eyes and softly whispered, “Don't 
worry, my Prejju. You'll be well soon.” She anxiously 
waited for her husband, Ramesh to return from the 
Chief Doctor's office. 

Ramesh came. He looked haggard. The usually 
cheerful and active auto driver looked miserable. He 
lurched into the room, steadied himself, forced a smile 
to appear on his lips - but didn't succeed. He stood 
silently by his son's bed and watched him intensely. 
Then, he said softly to Thulasi, “We have to move 
Prejju from here. The Doctor says no, but we will.” 
“But,” said Thulasi, “move him where? Why?” 
“Move him to Vellore Medical College”, whispered 
Ramesh.
“We have no money left. You have pledged your auto 
rickshaw. My ornaments are sold, and our neighbours 
have helped us to their limit, too! Who can we turn to 
now?” lamented Thulasi ,  distraught at  the 
predicament. 

That's where I come into the picture. Ramesh's 
daughter and mine were classmates. He had seen me a 
few times in the school when I had gone to pick my 
daughter up. In his moment of need, he thought of me.

We were getting ready for our family prayer. The hall 
was tidied. Vinu got the family prayer books and the 

Bible from the shelf. Minu lit the oil lamp on the plank 
in front of our picture of the Sacred Heart. Annie 
walked into the hall humming a hymn to Mother Mary. 
I closed the novel that I'd been reading; and we sat 
around the teapoi. As we quietened down and invoked 
the Lord's name, the calling bell rang. “Who could be 
calling on us at this time?” we wondered. 

I went to the door and opened it. There stood Ramesh, 
totally distraught. I called him in, made him sit in the 
couch. Hardly had he sat down than he began, “It's 
Prejwel, my son. He is sick. In hospital. He had 
pneumonia. We didn't know! Now the doctor says his 
condition is very serious. He will die if I don't take him 
to Vellore!”

I sat close to Ramesh, with one hand around his 
shoulder. Annie got up and went to the kitchen; I could 
hear her making tea. I could hear the trembling of his 
heart and the tenseness of his body. I told him, “Relax. 
Stop. Tell me slowly, once again. I didn't follow what 
you had said earlier.” And he told me about his child, 
and how he had no more money to save him. Annie 
came with the steaming cups of tea. He didn't want any, 
but cajoled him into taking a few sips. 

Annie looked at me inquiringly. I told her briefly about 
the problem. The children too were listening. Once I 
finished talking, there was silence. We looked at one 
another. Ramesh was looking down. And then, the 
children said almost in unison, “We have to take 
Prejwel to Vellore!” Annie looked at me. “Velankanni 
can wait. Prejwel can't.” She went to our room and 
came back with an envelope. She pressed it into 
Ramesh's hands and said, “Get Prejwel discharged 
immediately. Things like this should not be delayed.”

Prejwel recovered in Vellore amidst fervent prayers 
and watchful eyes. Today, he's a sharp, young man 
working his first job and making his parents eyes well 
up again, this time with joy.
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LISTENING IN ORDER TO SOOTHE

Since a number of years, we have formed a team in 
the parish to accompany those who mourn the loss 
of a dear one and to help them prepare the funeral. It 
is always an emotional experience for us to 
welcome these families, for we have always been 
conscious of the importance we have to give to that 
attitude of welcome. The emotion stirred up by the 
death of a family member or a friend demands great 
respect on the part of our team, whatever way the 
feelings of the persons concerned are expressed. 
People are dazed with grief, some feel like 
revolting and most of them weep. Then, while 
expressing their condolences to the affected family, 
some share experiences of the past, reveal the trials 
that the dead person went through or bring out 
his/her qualities and achievements in life.

While these sentiments are expressed, we feel the 
need of remaining attentive and silent. However, 
sometimes it is impossible to suppress our tears. We 
make a humble gesture of compassion in a spirit of 
prayer and with the conviction that the Spirit alone 
can help us experience inner peace and hope. That 
is particularly true when we listen to the parents or 
the children who witnessed the death of a dear one.

Then how to help the family prepare the funeral? It 
is always with great respect and discernment that 
we speak about Jesus' attitude before death and 
about his resurrection. We often realize that the 
families in grief wish and pray that the departed one 
may find eternal rest in the after-life. We sense that 
some of these families want to overcome the 
feeling of revolt that assails them. While using the 
funeral rite, it is advisable that they take certain 
initiatives like the writing of an eulogy to be read 
during the celebration or the selection of special 
hymns, biblical texts and recorded songs adapted to 
the circumstances. It is life that they want to evoke 
through these initiatives. Thus they experience 
what Jesus never ceased to proclaim: “I have come 
so that (you) may have life and have it to the full” 
(Jn 10: 10).

In our team, we welcome all these initiatives as a message 
that touches our hearts as it leads us to look at life in a new 
way. We recall how the Syro-phoenician woman 
implored Jesus to come and heal her daughter by saying, 
“The house-dogs under the table can eat the children's 
scraps.” Filled with admiration, he responded: “For 
saying this, you may go home happy: the devil has gone 
out of your daughter” (Mk 7: 28-28). 

The celebration itself helps the families to experience 
inner peace. We consider it important also that people 
from the parish community attend the funeral in order to 
express their solidarity with the bereaved family.

We cannot forget some gestures of solidarity that have 
touched the families very deeply. Thus, during the funeral 
of their twenty-year old son killed in a car accident, the 
father and the mother invited the driver to sit between 
them during the celebration. Another very touching 
testimony was given by a young man during the eulogy 
that he made about his deceased father, when he said     
with tears in his eyes: “Today, for the first time, I can call 
you Papa.”

Pierre Darnaud, Pierre Fradin and their team
Varennes-sur-Allier, France
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