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2017   July   1 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 18: 1-15; Mt 8: 5-17 
 

Will the Lord find faith among us? Surely we might have 

encountered this question in one or the other way. If you ask 

about me, a ‘yes’ would be my answer too. But I am not focusing 

on this point today; as for me the most striking phrase in the 

reading is “let it be done for you ACCORDING TO YOUR FAITH.”  

We the human beings have a tendency of comparing constantly. 

For example, we compare electronic goods, clothing, marks in 

exam above all in our religious context we do compare the 

spirituality of one another. How can we ever compare our 

personal faith with others saying he prays longer than me, he has 

more statues of Jesus than me. Is this all correct? Let us look at 

the attitude of the centurion in the gospel. He compares his faith 

with none but himself, and in the first reading Abraham acts 

according to his own faith. Who are we to judge the faith? It is 

the Lord who alone knows the strengths and weaknesses of our 

faith. “According to your faith let it be done for you,” says Jesus, 

who broke all barriers to unite each one of us. We all are his 

people created in his own image; what else do we need? What if 

our faith is in the size of a seed or mountain it is we who are going 

to relate with our God, let us be ourselves for he loves us with all 

our differences. 

Philosan csc 

 

  



2017   July   2 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: 1Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; Mt 10:37-42 
 

A wealthy lady in the first reading treats Elisha with 

hospitality. She recognizes that he is a holy man. She offers 

him food and accommodation. She did this out of love for 

this holy man. So, hospitality is an expression of love. In the 

letter to the Romans St. Paul expresses his love for Christ. 

His hospitality revolves around the person of Christ. For him 

the point of reference is Christ. If we are in Christ we are a 

new creation, we are baptized into Christ so we die to sin 

and rise to life. St. Paul also proves to be a perfect model of 

following Christ. In the Gospel, Jesus affirms the reward 

that waits for the disciple. A disciple must take up his Cross 

and lose his life for Christ, like St. Paul. One’s hospitality to 

a disciple will never go wasted. Like St. Paul Shunamite 

woman becomes a model for hospitality. Therefore, 

hospitality is an expression of love; so also is discipleship. 

Balaraj K. csc 

  



2017   July   3 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Acts 10:24-35; Heb1:2-3; Jn 20:24-29 

Today the Church celebrates the feast of St.Thomas, the Apostle 

of India. He is believed to have come from Galilee. He was not a 

fisherman like St. Peter and others but he was a carpenter like 

Joseph.  

In the gospel reading, we see St. Thomas refusing to believe that 

the Risen Lord had appeared to other disciples. I would say that 

St. Thomas would have thought to himself that if other disciples 

got a chance to see the Risen Lord, I should also have got it. And 

with this intention in mind he refuses to believe whatever the 

other disciples told him about the Risen Lord. Anyway, Jesus 

understood the childlike stubbornness of St. Thomas and he 

appeared again for him. That was the decisive moment in the life 

of St. Thomas and because of that he could make the greatest 

post-resurrection declaration that is ‘My Lord and My God’. This 

personal experience of St. Thomas helped him to bear witness to 

the risen Lord even at the cost of his life. In the same way, if we 

experience the risen Lord in our life, we too will be ready to 

proclaim Jesus and bear witness to him. So, let us ask the grace 

of God to allow us have a personal touch of the Risen Lord so as 

to become zealous missionaries in the world. 

Santhosh Fernandes csc 

 



2017   July   4 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 19:15-29; Mt 8:23-27 

Today we celebrate the feast of St.  Elizabeth of Portugal.  In 

today’s gospel, we see how fearful the disciples were when the 

storm hit the boat. They were in the presence of the Lord who 

had all power to save them. Yet, they were terrified and 

trembled. In our lives too sometimes like the disciples, we will 

recognize the Lord’s presence with us. Fear is the real public 

enemy number One. It’s what lurks behind every one of our sins. 

It closes down hearts and stifles love. And, if we allow it, fear 

ultimately steals our life away. It can be exceedingly powerful, 

but faith can be stronger still, and can overcome it at every turn. 

By faith, we can entrust ourselves into God’s care with total 

confidence, knowing that God loves and cherishes us even more 

than we love ourselves.  Yes, “Fear is useless. What is needed is 

faith!”  

St.  Elizabeth was firm in her faith in the Lord even amidst 

difficulties and challenges. Let us entrust ourselves, our life, our 

hopes and our dreams into his hands with confidence. We will be 

surprised to discover that we have the spiritual power to do the 

great deeds with the assistance of the Holy Spirit who always 

dwells in our hearts and prompts us to act according to the will 

of God. 

Peter James csc  



2017   July   5 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings:  Gen 21:5, 8-20; Mat 8:28-34 

Devils exist and their task is destroying the good. The devils 

may exist in different forms: perhaps jealousy, pride, 

revenge; envy, etc. are synonymous of devils in our world.  

In the first reading we see the story of Sarah. She was 

barren and she asks her husband Abraham to have a child 

with slave-girl Hagar. Hagar gives birth to Ishmael. When 

Sarah herself gives birth to Isaac the devil enters into Sarah 

in the form of jealousy. Finally she sends Hagar out with her 

child. However, God's listens to the child’s cry and saves 

Hagar and Ishmael miraculously.  

We are not free from the demons. We can be free from the 

demons in us, only when we pray to God with a pure heart. 

Today in a special way I invite you to join me in praying for 

‘the gift of my life’. ‘Lord Jesus, liberate me from all the 

demons in me; so, that I may love you wholly and walk in 

the freedom of your way of love and holiness.  May there 

be nothing which keeps me from the joy of living in your 

presence.’  

Prasanta Basumatary csc  



2017   July   6 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 22:1b-19; Mt 9: 1-8 
In today's gospel reading we come across three ways to be a true 

Christian. First, we see the faith of the friends who bring their 

paralyzed friend to Jesus for healing. Second, we have Jesus who, 

moved with compassion, forgives the sins of the paralyzed man. 

Then we have the third way for which we are invited to counter-

witness and that is the attitude of the scribes as the villain to find 

fault in Jesus. 

All these three attitudes or ways give us some message. Friends who 

brought their friend make us moved with pity and concern for those 

who are weak and are in need of our help. We must not stop only in 

feeling pity but we need to do something for the need of the other 

or to be empathetic. We need to end up doing something very 

concrete or we need to express or feelings in tangible ways.  Jesus's 

act in the story challenges us to go beyond the rules to reach out to 

the people in need, it also confirms that human being does have the 

power to perform miracles and we can be the instrument in the 

hands of God. The attitude of scribes warns us not to be so rigid in 

following laws that can prevent us from doing good. 

Today as we celebrate the feast St. Maria Goretti, let us take her 

example to be pure and holy and remain in Jesus so that we do 

justice to the call we have received. Let us express our love and 

concern in ways that can be felt in concrete ways. 

Roshan M D’Souza csc  



2017   July   7 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 23: 1 – 4, 19; 24:1- 8, 62 – 67; Mt 9: 9 – 13 

In and through today’s gospel, Jesus conveys three messages for our 

lives.  First and foremost, what we need most is the heart that is 

available for God and His mission. Yes, it is the availability of Matthew 

that inevitably led him to heed the call of Jesus, “Follow me”. Mathew 

never had second thoughts in following Jesus Christ, for his heart was 

invariably available for God and his mission. Thus, it is time to examine 

ourselves. Are we available to heed the call of Jesus that we receive 

everyday through nature as well as through our brothers and sisters? 

Or are we too busy and thus never notice?  

Secondly, Matthew teaches the important lessons of sharing and 

bringing people to Christ. Often in our competitive world, anything or 

anyone precious is kept in the dark for it is too precious to share. 

However, Mathew belonged to the old school. Yes, as soon as he 

experienced the precious and unfathomable mercy of Christ, he 

brought other tax collectors and sinners to Christ because he wanted to 

share.  

Thirdly, Jesus reminds us that everybody deserves another chance. He 

believes that anyone who can fall can rise too. So, are we going to follow 

Christ and give people another chance to rise from their fall? or Are we 

going to be like Pharisees and condemn people?   

Arun Richard Roy csc   



2017   July   8 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 27:1-5, 15-29; Mt 9: 14-17 

Life is full of celebrations and festivities amidst complications and 

complexities. Each day of our life is to be lived gratefully and celebrated 

gracefully in God’s presence. The readings of the day present the 

theme: ‘Celebrating God’s Presence’.   

The first reading of the day portrays Esau as the beloved son of Isaac 

and Jacob as the beloved son of Rebekah. Isaac in his old age desires to 

have a savory food. He calls his son Esau and tells him to prepare the 

food he loved. Isaac then promises Esau his solemn blessing.  As the 

episode ends we discover that Isaac grants his blessing to Jacob. 

Although we feel that Esau is deceived by his brother Jacob we believe 

that it is God’s plan for Jacob. God knows us and his plans for us are not 

the way we envisage.  All that we need to do is to surrender our lives to 

him and celebrate our life joyfully in his presence.  

In the Gospel, the disciples of John the Baptist were upset with Jesus’ 

disciples because they did not fast. Jesus says to them that there is a 

time for fasting and a time for feasting. To walk as a disciple with Jesus 

is to experience a whole new joy of relationship akin to the joy of the 

wedding party celebrated with the bridegroom and bride. Therefore, 

for the disciple, there is both a time for rejoicing in the Lord’s presence 

and a time for seeking the Lord with humility and fasting. Today, the 

Lord invites us not to hold rigidly to the past and be resistant to the new 

work of his Holy Spirit in our lives. He wants us to be like new wine skins 

open and ready to receive the new wine of the Holy Spirit. 

Saripudi Chinnaiah csc  



2017   July   9 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Zech 9: 9-10; Rom 8: 9, 11-13; Mt 11: 25 – 30 

What make us ignorant and blind to see the hidden things 

of God? Certainly it is of our intellectual pride, coldness of 

our heart and stubbornness of our will, that shut out our 

eyes to see God’s ways. Humility is the most characteristic 

Christian virtue, as indeed Christ himself says: only those 

who humble themselves in the eyes of God shall be exalted. 

Jesus contrasts our intellectual pride with the simplicity and 

humility of a child. The only ones who may not benefit from 

God’s mercy and goodness are the proud and arrogant, 

those who think that they are good enough and as such are 

not in need of God’s mercy. But only those who are humble 

in heart can receive the true understanding of God’s ways 

and his wisdom. We need to turn our eyes to heaven and 

pray with all our heart. If we are humble enough we can be 

sure we shall find and see God in all the smallest of our 

works.   

Marbilus Kharakor csc 

  



2017   July   10 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 28: 10-22; Mt 9: 18-26 

“Know that I am with you” is the theme that we can draw 

from today’s readings. From the beginning of time we see 

God intervening in the lives of people especially whenever 

they are in need and in troubled situations. God never 

abandoned his people in spite of their infidelity to him; 

rather he sent prophets to teach and to guide his people in 

their confusion. 

In the first reading, we see God appearing to Jacob in his 

dream and promising his blessings. God reminds Jacob 

about the promise that he has made to his ancestors. 

In the Gospel, we see Jesus performing two miracles: 

healing of the ruler’s daughter and healing of the woman 

with bleeding. From these two miracles, we can understand 

the depth of love and concern that Jesus has for his people. 

Jesus never says no to the people who approach him. He is 

ever ready to listen to our problems, provided we go to him 

with faith. We ask the Lord to give us the faith like that of 

synagogue leader and the woman in order to live our lives 

with hope and the awareness of God. 

Rajashekhar csc  



2017   July   11 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 32: 23- 33; Mt 9: 32- 38 

The Lord is always compassionate to those who are helpless 

and those who trust in him. The first reading beautifully 

explains how Jacob encountered God and how he revealed 

his faith to God. Even at the time of great suffering Jacob 

did not give up his faith but sought blessing from the one 

who tested him. This act of humility raised him up to a great 

glory and pleased God to choose him and his descendants 

as the chosen people.  At the time of Jesus too, many people 

encountered God in the person of Jesus. But not many of 

them recognized Jesus as God. In the gospel reading we 

hear Pharisees expressing their doubt in the power of Jesus. 

Pharisees hardly rejected the miracles or the good deeds of 

Jesus but they always doubted Jesus as God. But, for Jesus 

the little faith of Pharisees had never been an obstacle in 

fulfilling the will of his Father. In the same way, even in our 

journey of faith we might come across people trying their 

level best to distract our focus on God for many reasons. At 

all those moments, we need to keep in our mind the 

compassionate heart of Jesus and the saving power of God.    

John Kennedy csc 

  



2017   July   12 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 41:55-42:5; Mt 10: 1-7 
The first reading narrates the story of Joseph who is in court of the king 

Pharaoh. This is the same Joseph who, because of the jealousy of his 

own brothers, was sold to Egyptians years before. And now those are 

the same brothers who are sent by their father from Canaan to buy 

grain from Joseph.  

In the Gospel we come across the incident where Jesus calls and 

appoints the twelve apostles to go to the lost sheep of Israel and to give 

the good news that the kingdom of heaven is near. Spreading the Word 

of God is an extraordinary work. The specialty of Jesus that is portrayed 

in this passage is that he appoints the ordinary people for his 

extraordinary mission. And when he sends, he grants the power to 

speak God's word and to bring his healing power to the weary and 

oppressed.  

How mysterious are indeed God’s plans. Joseph whom his brothers had 

sold has now become the food provider for the entire world during the 

time of starvation. And the people who were not as educated as others, 

and who had no wealth or privileged positions in the society are being 

called by Jesus for his mission to spread his word and to continue the 

work that he began. God chose these men not for what they are but for 

what they would be capable of becoming and doing under his direction 

and power. 

God never looks for the power and potential that one possesses, rather 

he calls the one whom he wishes to call. And our responsibility is to say 

YES and cooperate with him for his mission. No one is weak in the sight 

of the Lord. God raises everyone according to his time and plan. 

Siju P. Kollamkudy csc  



2017   July   13 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 44:18-21; Mt 10:7-15 

The Gospel of today, contains the instruction for Mission. We tend to 
think of the Mission as something to do with preaching of good news 
alone and leave out the essential part of our spiritual formation. The 
stronger the spiritual formation the stronger our Mission will be. Thus, 
Mission includes both spiritual formation and spiritual requirement that 
is preaching of Good news. However, spiritual formation is an ongoing 
formation and in this journey of faith, we need to be aware of our 
commitment to the Lord. We are in the world where “Commitment” is 
used in different levels and degrees. The Bible too gives us different 
levels of understanding regarding our Commitment to community, 
neighbours and works etc. However, all these worldly commitments can 
reach the state of blessing, if only our spiritual commitment is 
nourished and strengthened in the light of Christ. What is our spiritual 
commitment to the Lord? Many may say that our spiritual commitment 
is to partake in the Holy Eucharist and other liturgical events. Sadly, at 
times they become merely routine practices of our lives. We have a 
greater commitment to the Lord to live our life to the full in loving 
relationship with our brothers and sisters. In the Bible we have a term 
called “Nazirite’ which means a vow is taken by an individual, who has 
voluntarily dedicated oneself to God. Sometimes it is given to an 
individual by birth and sometimes people themselves come forward for 
this way of life to get some favor from the sight of God. We too are 
called to be Nazirite through the death and resurrection of Christ.  Rom 
12: 1-2 says I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  

Antony Cheliyan csc 

  



2017   July   14 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 46:1-7, 28-30; Mt 10:16-23 

In the Gospel, Jesus invites his disciples to witness God’s love to 

all people. Witnessing in those days was a difficult task. We have 

a beautiful statement by the early Church Father Tertullian, “the 

blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church,” implying that the 

martyrs' willing sacrifice of their lives leads to the conversion of 

others. 

Witness for a good cause can cost even one’s life. Jesus tells his 

disciples that the cost of Discipleship comes with a package. This 

package contains persecutions, hatred and even death. This 

reality is not too far in today’s world. In today’s society, we 

encounter such realities as hatred and killings over religious 

disputes. There are some instances among Indian Christians who 

gave up one’s own life for the witness of the gospel like Sr. Rani 

Maria, Devasahayam Pillai, and Sr. Valsa John. 

Today we are to reflect over Jesus’ invitation and make a willing 

choice to live for Jesus. It is hard to give up our life but small 

things that we can give up in our day to day life prepare each of 

us to live our call to the fullest. Small things may be our comfort 

zones; being true to what we say, or in other words ‘walk the 

talks’, and accepting the opinion of others when it is true and 

genuine. In this way, we can die to self and can be called as little 

martyrs in our choice to live for Christ in our day-to-day life. 

Joyson John Barboza csc 



2017   July   15 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 49: 29-33, 50: 15-26a; Mt 10: 24-33 

God created us in his own image and likeness. Though we 

are in his image and likeness, we are not gods; we only 

resemble the godliness in our life.   In the gospel reading of 

today, Jesus affirms in his discourse with his disciples, “the 

disciple is not superior to teacher …it is enough for a disciple 

to be like teacher …” (Mt. 10:24). The likeness would mean 

our parallel relationship with him which would prove that 

we are also like him, will be praised when good things are 

done and persecuted when we go against the current. We 

need not fear those who persecute or can only kill the body, 

as Jesus mentioned in Mt. 10:28. We are more valuable 

than what we think of ourselves or what the world think of 

us because we belong to Jesus. We are invited to be fearless 

in our mission and courageous in proclaiming the gospel. 

When we have this feeling of oneness, and likeness we can 

be sure that our work will surely glorify God. Hence, we also 

would not be afraid to confess Jesus as our Lord and 

Teacher. Therefore, the invitation for us today is that we 

must resemble him and acknowledge him as our Lord and 

Master. Let’s nurture the divine nature within us rather 

than being worried of our unworthiness.  

Lawrence S. csc  



2017   July   16 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 55: 10-11; Rom 8:18-23; Mt 13:1-23 

‘It is the food that satisfies the hungry stomach and it is spiritual 

word that nourishes the hungry soul’. In the readings of the day 

we hear about the Word that came down in his humility to create 

a world of justice and peace. Prophet Isaiah spoke about God’s 

word which bears fruit, and few centuries later this Word spoke 

to the people in the form of human being as John puts it in his 

beginning of the gospel. As manna came down from heaven to 

feed the hungry so do the word of God, he explained to the 

people of his time through parables about the Kingdom of God in 

which we are all citizens. Passing from earth to the citizenship of 

heaven is tested by the faithfulness and the love for this Word of 

God. In today’s gospel Jesus himself, who is Word of God, gives a 

parable to explain how a person can receive him and bear fruits 

of the kingdom. St. Paul emphasizes this point in the second 

reading of the day. When manna came down from heaven some 

accepted it, some rejected it and others grumbled against it. 

Same situation repeats centuries later when this Word of God 

comes down from heaven. Following Jesus can be like signing 

one’s own death warrant; this is the sad part of the story for 

many, but the truth is that life begins from our death.  

Wilfred Dias csc  



2017   July   17 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 1:8- 14, 22; Mt 10: 34-11:1 

The love of God compels us to choose him to be first in our 

lives. To place any relationship or anything else above God 

is idolatry. In the Gospel reading of today Jesus challenges 

his disciples to examine whom they love first and foremost. 

A true disciple loves God above all else and is willing to 

forsake all for Jesus Christ.  Jesus insists that his disciples 

give him the loyalty which is only due to God, a loyalty 

which is higher than the loyalty to spouse and or family. It 

is possible that family and friends can become our enemies, 

if the thought of them keep us from doing what we know 

God wants us to do. True love for God also compels us to 

express charity towards our neighbor who is created in the 

image and likeness of God. As disciples we are called to be 

kind and generous in words and deeds as Jesus is.   Let us 

now ask ourselves: Does the love of Jesus Christ compel us 

to put God first in all that we do and to reach out to others? 

Jowelson Khongtani csc 

  



2017   July   18 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 2:1-15; Mt 11:20-24 

“Alas for you Chorazin! Alas for you, Bethsaida!” Do these words ring 
a bell in your mind or resonate something in your heart? It sounds 
like fire from above, doesn’t it! Something terrible is going to 
happen. Why? 

The Lord of heaven and earth came to us as a human so that we may 
recognize him and accept him in our midst. But what happened? 
When he walked along the streets of Bethsaida, blind were made to 
see the wonders of compassionate God and lame walked praising 
God. Countless blessings were bestowed on them. But they 
remained faithless and stone-hearted as their forefathers! They 
wanted Jesus to dance to their tune by asking him for more wonders 
and miracles. Looking at this pitiful and wretched attitude of the 
people, Jesus pronounced these words to shake them up and wake 
them up to see the wonders of God amidst them.   

The first reading speaks about a miraculous child drawn from the 
water: Moses.  The child was born to a Hebrew woman in a 
conflicting socio-political era but God had a master plan for him- to 
lead his people from slavery to freedom. The infancy narration of 
Moses throws light to God’s divine plan, how he is saved, trained 
and prepared for a long journey of liberation.    

What does this mean for us? “The days are counted and steps are 
measured,” the Lord knows everything of us. He invites us to trust 
him, undergo a change of heart and conversion of mind to 
experience his divine plans in our lives. Do you believe? 

David Adaikalam csc   



2017   July   19 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 3: 1-6, 9-12; Mt 11:25-27 

The liturgy of the word today portraits the hidden face of God. We 

read in the first reading that God appeared to Moses in the form of 

a burning bush and in the Gospel, God the Father revealed himself 

through his Son Jesus Christ in the form of human being like us. Jesus 

said, “no one knows the Son except the Father and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to 

reveal him.” To know God and to see his face we must be humble 

ourselves in front of Him. We see in the first reading, how Moses 

humbles before the Lord by taking off his sandals. In the Gospel we 

hear that God reveals himself to those who are humble and innocent 

like a child. We must become like children to be grateful when we 

come to God as a Father and we must remember that he is Lord of 

heaven and earth. How can we humble ourselves before the Lord: 

by listening to his words, going out to the mission where we have 

been sent and living our life as a humble servant of God to the 

people. Our simplicity of dealing with others must draw people back 

to God. God doesn’t want our smartness, intelligence, the 

knowledge that we have and the degrees that we have acquired but 

simple missionary and faithful religious. If we have a simple and 

generous heart we will be loved and cared by those with whom we 

live. We are invited to be a true disciple who is not a proud and 

powerful being but a small humble and simple person. 

Lawrence Wanniang csc  



2017   July   20 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings:   Ex 3:13-20; Mt 11: 28-30 

The readings of the day tell us of God’s love to us. God 

wants his children to be with him always. Even though 

people were going away from him, still God did not leave 

the people, he was with the people and he sends Moses to 

the people. God’s love to his people is beyond everything. 

Whenever people went away from God, he sent his 

prophets to bring back the people and made them to realize 

that what they were doing was wrong. In the gospel reading 

we see Jesus invites the people to come to him. The context 

in which he speaks of ‘burden’ is the following of the laws 

which makes the life of human beings difficult. The burdens 

are the sins which take us away from Jesus. The temporary 

pleasure takes us away from Jesus permanently. In order to 

find rest with Jesus we need to leave all the temporary 

pleasures behind and we need to go ahead, trusting in God 

that he is the savior who only can save us from all the 

difficulties and reduce our burden. When we cling on to 

Jesus he will take care of us; and there are so many people 

who completely trusted in his providence, due to which 

they received complete rest with Jesus. 

Vijith Mathias csc 

 



2017   July   21 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 11:10 – 12:14; Mt 12: 1 - 8 

The striking point in this reading is mercy and not sacrifice. 

Today in the gospel the disciples were eating corn which 

Pharisees considered was against the law. Jesus tell them 

that the sin of David was neglected by the Pharisees. These 

things happen when we are bent on finding faults. Most 

often we try to overlook the faults of our loved ones while 

condemning the faults of others. This passage reminds us 

not to judge others without proper information.  

In our society rules are made for our betterment of our 

lives, not to make our lives bitter. For example, let us take 

the traffic rules system. It is there for the betterment of our 

journey and smooth flow of traffic. We also know the 

condition if traffic rules do not work there would be chaos 

and road blocks. So rules need to be followed. We also have 

exceptional examples: when we hear the siren of the 

ambulance we allow it to move even if the traffic lights are 

red. We know the situation. In the same way today Jesus is 

reminding us to show mercy and help each other to live a 

better life and without condemning others. 

Joel Mendonca csc  



2017   July   22 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: 2Cor 5:14-17 Jn 20: 1-2, 11-18 

In the Gospel we can see the love and the restlessness of 

Mary of Magdala. As I was reflecting upon this passage and 

I remembered a famous poet. He beautifully describes what 

true love is; he says that there is madness in love because it 

is so obsessed and possessed by the beloved. There is 

restlessness in love because it cannot rest till it finds the 

beloved. St. Augustine remarks in his book Confession, ‘our 

hearts were made for God and they will continue to be 

restless until they find their rest in God.’ As we see in the 

gospel though Jesus physically presented himself in front of 

Mary Magdala she failed to recognize with whom she was 

talking. The very moment Jesus called her name she 

immediately recognized and responded to him. In our life 

too, at times, we failed to recognize God, as Mary Magdala 

failed to recognize Jesus. Today Jesus invites each one of us 

to see God in others. So let us value the goodness of the 

others and accept them as they are, as Jesus accepted us as 

his friends though we are sinners.. 

Jesu Manickam csc 

  



2017   July   23 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Wis 12: 13, 16-19; Rom 8: 26 -27; Mt 13: 24 -43 

From the first reading, we can understand that when we are 

ready to repent surely God would forgive us our sins. What we 

are invited to do is to take the initiative to go to him and ask for 

forgiveness and pardon. When we go to him, he will bless us and 

forgive us. In the second reading, we see how the Holy Spirit 

helps us to pray and live in accordance with the Will of God. Holy 

Spirit draws us closer to God and helps us to do what is right in 

the sight of God. 

The gospel reading tells us two things; good and bad. It is very 

easy to become bad but it is very difficult to be good even if we 

want to be good because those who want to be good need to 

face a lot of difficulties and discouragement. They have to be 

ready to face persecutions and hardships at any point of time in 

their life. Today, the Lord says, ‘no matter how hard the 

persecutions are just believe in me for I am the example par 

excellence in overcoming the trials and tribulations.’ Jesus is our 

true master and inspiration who continues to guide and protect 

us in all circumstances of our life.  All that we need to do is to 

place our trust in the Lord.   

Anthoni Reddy csc  



2017   July   24 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 14:5-18; Mt 12:38-42 

The readings of the day give us a clear picture of our Human 

weaknesses. The weakness of impatience, anxiety, intolerance 

towards God’s blessings and graces. On the other hand, we also 

see the mighty works of God for people beyond their 

weaknesses. God the Father sees our weaknesses as the chance 

to give us hope and courage. The people of Israel were angry with 

Moses for taking them away from Egypt, after realizing that the 

Pharaoh and his army men marching towards them to capture 

them again as slaves. In our day to day life, we too, come across 

such experiences. As long as we are safe and comfortable or not 

disturbed we bother about nothing. Often we are afraid of the 

changes that take place in our life, forgetting that God changes 

our life periodically in order to be with him always.  

In the Gospel reading, we see the teachers of the law and some 

Pharisees showing their impatience and ignorance towards Jesus 

Christ by asking a sign to prove God's plan. These two episodes 

from the liturgy of today trigger our faith: faith in God and his 

mighty works. Does our faith have a deep root in the Lord? We 

need to allow ourselves to be led by God, so that God may change 

our habits, attitudes in order to be his true and faithful men and 

women. 

Manu Praveen csc  



2017   July   25 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: 2Cor 4:7-15; Mt 20:20-28 

Today the universal Catholic Church solemnly celebrates the feast of 

the Apostle James, son of Zebedee and brother of Apostle John. We 

read in the Bible when Jesus started calling disciples, “he saw two 

brothers James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 

with their father Zebedee, mending their nets and he called them. 

Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.” 

(Mt 4:21-22). St. James also one of the disciples whom Jesus took 

with him for important occasions like; A girl restored to life (Mk 

5:37), The Transfiguration (Mt 17:1) and Jesus’ agony in the garden 

Gethsemane (Mt 26:37). He was the first Apostle to die as martyr for 

Christ.  On this feast day the Church is inviting us to follow Christ 

who chose us to be his servants though we are unworthy and limited 

in many ways. In the first reading St. Paul assures us that “we are 

persecuted but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.” 

When we stand for Christ so many obstacles come on our way but 

we should march forward like St. James to manifest God’s grace, 

though we are earthenware. God calls simple people for his ministry 

and he makes them strong and powerful. St. Paul emphasis that we 

are like clay jars; the treasure which is in the clay jar is not of its own 

but is filled with grace of God. Let us surrender ourselves to his 

divine graces and ask him to fill us with his wisdom and love to reach 

out to others.     

Praveen Bandula csc  



2017   July   26 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Sir 44:1, 10-15; Mt 13:16-17 

I remember my father carrying audio cassettes of Eucharistic 

celebration when he was working abroad. He used to say how his 

friends used to come together to pray and listen to this recorded 

Eucharistic audio. 

But today Eucharist has become routine to most of the people 

including Religious. In the Gospel we clearly hear Jesus saying, 

“Many prophets and upright people would have longed to see 

the things you see but they did not see it.” In other words, there 

are many things that we take for granted which someone else is 

praying for, so let us ask the Lord to give us the grace to 

understand and value the things that we have taken for granted.  

Today the mother church remembers Sts. Joachim and Anne, the 

parents of Mary. There are very few things that we know about 

them. However, it is sure that they have played a great role in the 

faith formation of Mary. Today as we remember them, let us 

remember and pray for our own grandparents, the people whom 

often times, we have taken for granted. It is they who gave us the 

initial formation of life along with our parents. Thus, today let us 

pray for our grandparents that they may be blessed by God 

through the intercession of Sts. Joachim and Anne. 

Pretham Menezes csc  



2017   July   27 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 19: 1-2, 9-11; Mt 13: 10-17 

Through this passage Jesus tells us that God has blessed us with very 

many things: the blessing of hearing, seeing and knowing the words of 

God and to understand them and give that understanding to others. 

Though we have all these blessings we close our eyes from seeing and 

ears from hearing and heart from understanding. It is only because we 

have fallen in love with our modern gadgets and with the social media. 

We have become so selfish and self-centered that we do not even have 

time to think of God or to think about others. We have time for our 

mobiles or facebook or whatsapp but not for our neighbors or for our 

family members. Today’s liturgy is an invitation of all of us to return and 

use the blessings of God, to show God through our social media and 

also through our gadgets to communicate God’s word to others. 

Moreover it is an invitation to listen to and to understand the people 

with whom we are living and the people around us. What if I have to 

lose some of my time for others? Or what if I have to lose some of my 

time for God? By doing so am I going to lose anything that is precious 

to me? Or am I going to lose my time? After all we are going to gain 

people for God and friends for us. We are basically people of goodwill 

and God loves much. Let us share that love with everyone and gain 

people for God and friends for us.  

Arockiaraj csc 

  



2017   July   28 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 20:1-17; Mt 13:18-23 

As I was reflecting on today’s readings I was struck with three questions: 

1. What is the core understanding behind commandments?  

2. What will happen if we don’t heed to God’s Word 

(Commandments)?  

3. What are the challenges we have to follow God’s Word?  

The first question’s answer can be summed up in one word, that is 

LOVE. Love defines God’s nature and Commandments define God’s 

love. We hear God saying, ‘I am your God and I am a jealous God.’ Yes, 

He is jealous because He loves us like a mother. The second question 

we can understand with a simple example that is traffic rules. If we 

break them it’s us who suffer. In the same way, when we neglect law 

and regulation it is us who suffer not rules nor the author of the rules. 

Thirdly, why it becomes challenging for us is explained in today’s gospel 

by Jesus through the Parable of Sower and the Seeds. Here we find four 

types of people. 1) People who think that it is not for me but someone 

else. 2) The desire for immediate results. If not, they are frustrated but 

God’s Word should be endured in patience. 3) It's one who struggles to 

give up old ways in order to attain new and essentials. 4) One who hears 

understands and endures patiently in prayer. Therefore hearing the 

Word of God should make us live like that.  Let this be our prayer “Lord 

let your love get rooted in my life.”  

Aron Vas csc 

  



2017   July   29 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 24: 3-8; Jn 11:19- 27 

In today’s Gospel reading Jesus assures us that “I am the 

resurrection and the life”. This being a core starting point of 

our faith we are called the Easter Christians who believe in 

the mystery of Christ that is Jesus’ passion, death, and 

resurrection. Everyone is aware that whoever is born on 

this earth will die, but no one knows what will happen after 

death. Yet, a few believe in the state of ‘punarjanma’ that is 

rebirth. But for us, children of God, we believe in the 

resurrection, our ascending into heaven is to be in the 

presence of God.  

We read in today’s gospel, Martha answering to Jesus, ‘I 

know that he will rise again at the resurrection on the last 

day’ (11:24). She knows that Jesus is the Son of God and 

God will grant him whatever he asks. As today the Church 

commemorates the feast of St. Martha, we are invited to 

reflect on faith. We need to grow as people whose faith is 

centered on Christ like Martha. Martha proclaimed, ‘If you 

had been here my brother would not have died.’ Let us 

always pray for the gift of Holy Spirit so that no evil would 

come on our way.  

Vimal Wilbert csc  



2017   July   30 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: 1 Kngs 3:5, 7-12; Rom 8:28-30; Mt 13: 44-46 

In today’s gospel reading we can see Jesus used stories to 

illustrate spiritual truths, presenting common experiences, like a 

trader who is looking for fine pearls, and a fisherman selecting 

good fish from the net, to show and to easily to remember the 

value of  kingdom. 

Jesus the story teller used wisdom, grace and irony in his stories, 

to make his disciples aware of themselves, the purpose of this 

world and the virtues that they have. We see in the first reading 

Yahweh asking Solomon; ‘ask whatever you want me to give you.’ 

But Solomon did not ask for wealth or the other things but he 

asked for understanding of mind because it was lacking in him to 

serve people with love. So our joy of knowing and serving Jesus 

increases as we ask him to remove the spiritual blindness from 

our eyes. His stories rebuke, correct and encourage us. He knows 

our blind spots and those things we love to hinder our spiritual 

growth. 

As we continue to grow in spiritual life let us make use of our 

treasures, which God has given to us, to build God’s kingdom 

within us, in our community and in the world through our service 

and commitment. 

Bonaventure Lobo csc 



2017   July   31 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 32:15-24, 30-34; Mt 13: 31- 35 

Today’s gospel reading helps us reflect on the Kingdom of God 

and invites us to be like a mustard seed and yeast in proclaiming 

the Kingdom of God. Jesus by his words and deeds explains how 

the Kingdom of God should be like. Through the parable of the 

mustard seed and yeast, he calls us to be effective in proclaiming 

and building up the Kingdom of God. Like that of a mustard seed 

which grows big and gives shelter for all birds and the yeast which 

leavens the flour; let us also bear witness to the values of the 

gospel. These parables remind us to commit ourselves in selfless 

service and become other-oriented persons.  

Today, the church remembers and celebrates the feast of St. 

Ignatius of Loyola. He lived his life like Jesus and carried out the 

mission like the mustard seed and yeast. He became another 

Christ through his words and deeds by promoting Kingdom 

values. Because of his love for God and human beings, it was not 

hard for him to go anywhere to preach the gospel. 

As we are the followers of Christ, especially having experienced 

his unconditional love, let us act and become effective agents to 

proclaim the good news of love, mercy, joy and hope in society. 

Sometimes, due to our weakness, we find it hard to help our 

neighbors but when we love them the task becomes easier. 

Ignaci S. csc 


