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2017   October   1 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ezek 18: 25 – 28; Phil 2: 1 – 11; Mt 21: 28 – 32 
 

A closer look at the parable of two sons shows that both 

sons brought disappointment to the father, the first by his 

words, the second by his deeds. However, at the end of the 

parable we also see that how Jesus prefers the deeds of the 

first son over words of the second son. Most of us are aware 

of all that has been said about Pharisees, chief priests and 

elders. We also condemn their lip service which was done 

without a true obedience to God and leading an authentic 

life of love and service. But our problem is that we are also 

blinded to our own mistakes just like the Pharisees, chief 

priests and elders of Jesus’ time. Yes, in the illusion of 

fulfilling the “Father’s Will,” we often limit ourselves to 

merely vague external activities. Thus, it is time to prove our 

internal commitment to the Lord of life; it is time to stand 

up for God and his values not just in our words but also in 

and through our deeds. 

T. Arun Richard Roy csc 
 

  



2017   October   2 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 23: 20-23; Mt 18: 1-5,10 
 

Today our mother church commemorates the feast of Guardian 

Angels. From the very beginning of time to till now God has been 

speaking to us in many ways, and one among is through angels. 

In the first reading we read that God had promised an angel who 

would go before the people of Israel to lead them. The important 

point to note is that God has instructed people to listen to the 

angel because His name is in him. This shows that the angels are 

created by God as he had created us. He is speaking to us through 

these angels and for us visibly through our parents. In the gospel 

reading Jesus confirms this reality by saying that each one of us 

has an angel who is interceding for us in heaven. Angels are our 

guardians and they bring us close to God daily. It is said that each 

one, when we are born, is given an angel who is with us always 

till the end and it is that angel who takes us before God on the 

last day. The angel that led people of Israel on the way during 

exodus, the angel that brought salvation through the 

annunciation, the angel that announced the resurrection at the 

tomb, is the angel that is given to us. So, let us thank and praise 

God for giving us an angel. We pray that the Lord, who gave us 

the angels to protect us (Psalm 91), also be with us that we may 

bear witness to him in our life. 

S. Lawrence csc  



2017   October   3 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Zech 8:20-23; Lk 9:51-56 

“Come, let us go and entreat the favor of the Lord, and seek 

the Lord of Hosts; I am going myself” (Zech 8:21). The first 

reading upholds the sacredness of Jerusalem because it is 

where the temple of the Lord is. The temple represents 

God’s presence. If we are filled with God’s presence our 

neighbors too will come to us asking advice, to intercede for 

them and to share their difficulties. They would say, “We 

want to go with you since we have learnt that God is with 

you” (Zech 8:23).  

The gospel reading speaks about Jesus making his journey 

towards Jerusalem. He is going there to lay down his life. It 

is here that the salvation of God is fully brought to 

completion through the Paschal mystery. This salvation 

spreads from Jerusalem to the ends of the world. We now 

partake in it. Where God is there is Jerusalem. St. Paul says, 

“don’t you know that you are God’s temple and that God’s 

spirit dwells in you” (1Cor 3:16). God dwells within us. We 

can’t be fully human if we don’t become the signs of his 

presence. Let us become God’s temple in the world. 

Balaraj K. csc 

 



2017   October   4 
 

Back to Calendar 

 

Readings: Neh 2:1-8; Lk 9:57-62 

The readings of day invite us to leave behind everything and 

follow Christ like St. Francis of Assisi. We read in the gospel 

reading that Jesus called the people for a mission, but many 

excused themselves. In examining their excuses and Jesus’ 

responses to them, each of us is challenged to examine our 

response to him to follow him. We are asked to follow Jesus 

totally and immediately, without any reservation, by giving up 

everything we have and surrendering our lives to God in the 

service of others. But when we look at ourselves in the present 

time, it is very difficult to give up everything simply because 

we are immersed in the worldly culture. Personally, it is not 

easy but today Jesus tells us that if we really want to follow 

him and do his mission then there is no turning back. For 

instance, look at the saint of the day and we see that though 

he was very rich he wanted follow Christ and he completely 

gave up everything including his family, his own self and 

walked naked for the sake of Christ. Let us try to imitate Christ 

like St. Francis of Assisi in order to be His true follower. 

James Peter csc  



2017   October   5 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings:  Neh 8:1-4a,5-6,7b-12;   Lk 10:1-12 

The readings of the day points to the mission aspect of our lives. 

“…eat what is put before you.” This phrase may sound funny but 

it carries a deep meaning. Mission is not only teaching, but it 

includes learning too. In my personal experience I have 

encountered some of the missionaries who failed to learn the 

beauty of the culture where they serve. This is equal to criticizing 

the local culture. The beginning of one’s mission must be learning 

to live like one of the indigenous. Once we are equipped with the 

local culture, we can promote the goodness we find in it and 

transform what is harmful. Then, the faithful will listen to us 

attentively as we have heard in the first reading: the people 

listening to scribe Ezra from dawn to the noon.  

We can give only what we have. The people expect not many 

priests, but one priest with love, who is prayerful, approachable, 

simple, and humble. If I don’t have these qualities in me what will 

I give to the people? Today let us awaken what we have in us and 

master it for the glory of God. Let us also learn not to criticize the 

other cultures rather encourage and enrich what is good in them, 

so that it leads to transforming towards wholeness, from bad to 

good. 

Prasanta Basumatary csc  



2017   October   6 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Bar 1: 15-22; Lk 10:13- 16 

The gospel reading for today invites us to accept Jesus and 

his teaching in our life. We see Jesus gets angry with people 

to whom he gave his whole time and energy but still were 

not ready to accept him as the Son of God. Rejection from 

a stranger may not harm us so much but it does harm when 

we are rejected by our own people or friends and loved 

ones. All that Jesus conveys to us today is to remain with 

him and to accept and respect the person who works for 

him. It calls us to accept a message of Jesus. Also, it invites 

us to turn away from sin. 

A concept of metanoia (coming back) is clearly conveyed in 

the gospel reading. Turning back from our old idea or 

behavior is not an easy step it does require a strong 

determination. Let us not lose the purpose of our life, let us 

not forget the creator who has gifted us life. Let our lives 

always glorify his name. Let us seek his blessing to remain 

in him rooted strongly despite all the blocks that remain as 

a hindrance in our journey to be like his son. 

Roshan M D’Souza csc  



2017   October   7 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Acts 1: 12- 14: Lk 1:46- 55 

“I am the hand maid of the Lord let it be done to me 

according to your word.” Whenever I come across this 

statement of our beloved Mother Mary I feel questioned of 

my faith and dependency on the Lord. Faith of our Mother 

strengthened the disciples in their difficult moments. She 

was ready to face all the possible problems that could come 

in her way of partaking in the salvific plan of God. I, most of 

the time, take this statement for granted. Even when I tried 

to do better, I still was searching for external attention of 

my fellow brothers whereas I completely forgot the Lord 

and his providence. But the Lord never left me alone; I was 

guided by his spirit and he gave me a chance to say ‘yes’ to 

his will to follow him more closely. Today through the 

readings the Lord is teaching me to walk in the footsteps of 

Mother Mary to follow the Lord and to love him. Mary knew 

that she would face problems but she stood firm in her 

devotion to Lord. It’s a lesson I have to learn from her today. 

If I succeed in doing it then surely there will be great 

meaning when I say, ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord let it be 

done to me according to God’s will.’   

Philosan S. csc   



2017   October   8 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 5:1-7, Phil 4:6-9, Mt 21: 33-43 
“What we are is God’s gift to us. What we become is our gift to God.” 

The readings of the day present the theme: ‘Blessed to Bear’. God has 

blessed us with so much that we lack nothing but only to be grateful to 

him by bearing the good fruits and building up his Kingdom on earth. 

The three readings of the day especially the first reading and the gospel 

reading use the metaphor of vineyard. In the first reading, prophet 

Isaiah speaks of the Lord’s vineyard as the house of Israel. This invites 

us to ask ourselves two important questions; 1) As God’s tenants, can 

we yield a good harvest? And 2) As God’s partners, can we endeavor to 

establish God’s Kingdom on earth? Through this image, the prophet 

discloses God’s love for Israel. Although Israel has forgotten the love of 

God; God still loved Israel in the events of history liberating them from 

oppression and slavery. All that God required from Israel is 

recapitulated in Micah 6:8; “He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 

and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love 

kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” 

The image of the vineyard is once again recalled in the gospel reading 

of today. Today’s parable of the wicked tenants is an example of refusal 

to accept God’s love and bear good fruits. God sent judges, kings, 

prophets and finally his only Son to reveal his love for humanity. But, 

the humanity refused to experience the love of God in the persona of 

Jesus. Therefore, the second reading invites us to cultivate the virtues 

that bind us with God. Let us respond to the Word of God to become 

the bearers of good fruits in his vineyard. 

Saripudi Chinnaiah csc  



2017   October   9 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jon 1: 1-2, 2: 1-11; Lk 10: 25-37 

Who is my neighbour? It is not simple to know who our 

neighbour is unless we see ourselves in others, willingness 

to accept others as we are. “Treat your neighbour as you 

would treat yourself” our good intentions in showing pity, 

empathizing to words others are good but not good 

enough. God is all loving, compassionate and merciful for 

he called Jonah to go to Nineveh; here God’s love is 

unconditional for the sinner. Jesus took the burden of our 

sinful condition upon himself and forgives even his 

enemies. Therefore our neighbour can be our close enemy 

whom we hate so much and this person is the one whom 

we cannot forget easily. The lawyer in the gospel answered 

very well “you shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and will all your strength and 

with all your mind and your neighbour as yourself.” We call 

ourselves Christians and as Christians our duty is to show 

God’s love and mercy and to forgive every fellow human 

being and act like the good Samaritan.   

Marbilus Kharakor csc 

  



2017   October   10 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jon 3:1-10; Lk 10:38-42 

We all of us are aware that many things seem to be 

necessary in a family; for example, cleaning, preparing 

meals and looking after the children. We need to keep in 

mind that if there is no time to listen to others, what is life 

worth?  Perhaps we do many things in the service of God 

and our neighbor.  We forget what is necessary and the 

primarily important in our spiritual life.  That’s being 

available to Jesus when he is present. We read in the Gospel 

that Martha is working and does not have time to be with 

Jesus. But her sister Mary understood the value of being 

with Jesus and listened to him and eventually she deserved 

a special place in the heart of Jesus. So, there is a way of 

serving and working feverishly which leaves us empty, 

whether it is at home or in the community; instead Jesus 

wants us to find him in our daily tasks. 

Jesu Manickam csc  



2017   October   11 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jon 4: 1- 11; Lk 11: 1-4 

Both the readings of the day focus on prayer that helps us to have 

a closer conversation with God. Prayers not only express our 

emotional feelings and needs but also express our intimate 

relationship with God.  Prayer reveals who we are and how we 

look at ourselves as we try to be better than our old self. In the 

first reading we see Jonah expressing his familiarity and closeness 

with God in his prayer. He has no fear to address God as his Lord 

for he has realized the mighty works of God in his life. In the 

Gospel reading we see, Jesus teaching his disciples a prayer that 

would express not just our emotional relationship with God but 

also remind us of our moral responsibility of calling God as our 

Father.  This prayer also helps us to identify our intimate relation 

with the entire humanity along with the whole cosmos. Thus, this 

prayer invites not only to seek forgiveness from others but also 

to forgive others for all their shortcomings. Only when we are 

able to forgive others in all circumstances we will be able to 

address God as our Father. The one who finds it difficult to 

forgive would certainly find it difficult to love and that would 

make the person to deviate from the love of God.    

John Kennedy csc 

  



2017   October   12 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Mal 3:13-20; Lk 11:5-13 
The history of the chosen race, Israel, shows a God who is always 
faithful to his promises to his people. Through the gospel of 
today, the same God promises that he would give me everything 
that I ask for. This is one of the promises that Jesus makes so 
many times through the Bible. The earthly life of Jesus proves 
that he was faithful to this promise. Jesus never sent back anyone 
who came to him pleading for any help emptyhanded. He 
considered everyone, even the gentile, as a child of God and 
granted them what they asked for. The same person of Jesus is 
alive today amidst us and he is promising his blessing if we ask 
for.  

Now the question is what to ask for. There are two different 
things that can be asked of: material blessings and spiritual 
blessings. It is a promise of Jesus that “seek first for the kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to 
you as well.” For “the kingdom of God is not food and drink but 
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Romans 14: 
17). Thus, through the gospel passage of today, Jesus is 
prompting me to seek the Holy Spirit. The last verse of the gospel 
passage of today promises me that God will give me the Holy 
Spirit if I ask (Luke 11:13). Then, the Holy Spirit, the Advocate, 
whom the Father sends would teach us everything (John 14:26).  

The greatest gift that I can receive is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Spirit’s presence in my life will strengthen me to do everything 
that I am called to, like the apostles in the early church. 

Siju P. Kollamkudy csc  



2017   October   13 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Joel 1:13-15, 2:1-2;  Lk 11: 15-26 

In today’s gospel reading we see that Jesus is accused by the 
people saying he is a demon. To say this, did Jesus perform any 
demonic actions in his life? No, he did not. All that he did is… he 
loved everyone and he wanted his people to be good in health, 
mind and body. That is why he cured the sick and cast out 
demons.  

In the gospel Jesus is accused for his good deeds but Jesus never 
lost the sight of doing good things to his people. In the same way 
it is a reminder to me that I need to be careful when others are 
commenting or making fun of my actions and not to allow any 
negative emotions to take root in my heart. For me brooding over 
negative thoughts and thinking about the distraction of the other 
is the act of the devil and thinking of the good of the other is the 
act of God. 

In my life I see that, there is always choice to choose between 
good and bad. If you do good to others, you will receive good and 
if you do bad, you will also receive bad. Jesus told in the golden 
rule in Matthew 7:12 that “whatever you wish that others would 
do to you, do also to them”. Therefore, we need to fill our hearts 
and minds with thoughts of God.  So, let our prayer be that Lord 
Jesus, source of all good things and the ruler of my heart and 
mind, inspire me and help me to do always good to others and 
avoid evil in my words and actions with others. Loving Jesus help 
me overcome whatever is evil in my life. 

Bharath Babu Putti csc  



2017   October   14 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Joel 4: 12-21; Lk 11:27-28 

Today's Gospel passage invites me to bear Jesus in my daily 

life. Bearing Jesus in daily life is difficult because bearing is 

not a physical bearing but in my attitude, values, morals and 

moreover abiding in Jesus in my daily life, the way I 

approach others, relate with others, the way I see myself, 

etc. I am invited to live like another Christ. St. Paul 

beautifully says, "Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus" (Phil 2:5). 

For me, I find this reading is demanding too much of me. It 

is easy and very comfortable to give the message of the 

Gospel but difficult to live by what I preach. Today Jesus 

praises those who follow the word of God and live by it in 

the daily life. Today as a Christian I have a responsibility to 

be another Christ, I am sent out into this world to be the 

message of Christ. My life needs to be the Word of God. 

Joyson John Barboza csc 

  



2017   October   15 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 25: 6 -10;  Phil 4:12 – 14, 19 – 20;  Mt 22:1 – 14 

The parable of the wedding feast was a warning for the Jews 

who refused to accept the teaching of Jesus. They merely 

prided themselves on being the chosen people of God, but 

they refused to acknowledge God’s blessing sent through 

his Son Jesus Christ. So, Jesus invited the gentiles to benefit 

from his coming. In the same way Jesus warns me 

personally that if I refuse to accept God’s invitation to 

experience his blessing, I will be like Jews deprived of the 

Kingdom of God; it will be given to others. If the invited 

guests had responded to the king’s message, they would 

have enjoyed his favor. They not only refused the King’s 

invitation but failed even to acknowledge his generosity 

and they ill-treated his servants. Their personal business 

took priority over the king’s invitation. These readings make 

me to recognize that in my community living and Christian 

calling, if my personal agenda takes precedence over that 

of God, I will also miss many opportunities to enjoy God’s 

favor.  

Jowelson csc  



2017   October   16 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 1: 1-7; Lk 11: 29-32 

To be a Christian is a privilege but at the same time to be a 

true Christian is a challenge. A true Christian life requires a 

total submission of self to the person of Jesus Christ. In the 

process of living a true Christian life I have to let go my 

desires, my wants and the things which give pleasure. As a 

human I think the biggest challenge for me is to give myself 

completely to the will of God. Today’s Gospel is challenging 

me to see where I stand in my faith with regard to the 

person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the greatest sign that God 

gave to humanity. The Jews of Jesus’ time failed to 

recognize Jesus as the Messiah. They failed to respond to 

the call of Jesus because of their pride and lack of faith. They 

missed the privilege of being a witness to Christ and his 

message. The people of Nineveh were saved because they 

recognized the voice of God and the queen Sheba 

benefitted because she recognized the Wisdom of Solomon 

and travelled all the way to meet him. The Gospel proclaims 

that Jesus is the true sign and greater than Jonah.  But the 

question is “Do I believe Jesus completely? Do I recognize 

him as my Saviour? And am I ready to go to him?”   

Rajashekhar csc  



2017   October   17 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 1:16-25; Lk 11:37-41 

Both the important characters in today's gospel episode are 

astonished. The Pharisee was astonished that Jesus did not 

wash before dinner. And Jesus was astonished that the 

Pharisee could be very comfortable with himself without 

ever looking whether he needed some washing/cleaning 

himself from the inside. Insisting on cleanliness of external 

objects can be a sign of someone who values cleanliness in 

all aspects of life. In such cases, the external hygiene would 

be an overflowing of the internal cleanliness. But here Jesus 

points out that the stubborn insistence on the external 

hygiene had become a smokescreen for all the ugliness 

inside the person. How much focus do we give to retaining 

our integrity, honesty and conscience? To what extent do 

our external observances and advices become an overflow 

of the respect and love we have for God and his creation? 

Shiju Joseph csc 

  



2017   October   18 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: 2 Tim 4:10-17; Lk 10:1-9 

“The harvest is rich but the laborers are few, so ask the Lord of 

the harvest to send laborers to do his harvesting.” This is the 

running theme of the liturgy today as Jesus sends his disciples for 

his mission, gives instruction and authority. He knows how it is 

difficult for an ordinary human being to do it except with the 

authority he sends them. We Christians are called to do the 

mission of harvesting and gather people to the Lord. In the gospel 

of today we read seventy-two disciples were sent out for mission 

and only some could do it wholeheartedly and faithfully. Today 

as we are in the world of technology, we seem to be caught up 

with the things that give more comfort. We don’t see many 

people coming and joining to do mission of Christ. Even the 

churches are getting empty day by day. It is the responsibility of 

the people who are already doing the mission. Through their way 

of life, they should inspire many to come to them. But nowadays 

the spirit of missionary life is coming down. World is catching up 

everyone to be with it, so let us try to think out of the box, coming 

out of worldly pleasure to do the mission of Christ and inspire 

many to join us. Let us pray for this grace to be granted so that 

Christ’s mission to save everyone can be realized. 

Manoj Kulanthai Rathinam csc   



2017   October   19 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 3:21-30; Lk 11:47-54 

Jesus loves the sinners not the hypocrites because they fail to show 
their real self to the people and God. They would interpret the law in 
such a way that it would benefit their life. Throughout the life journey 
Jesus here on earth challenged the hypocritical behaviour of the scribes 
and Pharisees since He was aware that their leadership would not 
promote the growth of his kingdom among the people. In today’s 
gospel passage we hear Jesus challenging the lawyers for their immoral 
life by making a strong statement “Woe to you! For you build the tombs 
of the prophets whom your fathers killed.” Jesus challenged them 
because they were trying to build their own credibility by dominating 
others. They had knowledge and wisdom but never used it for right 
cause but for misleading the people by making them slave to their law. 
They were like dog in the manger because a dog would never eat the 
grass nor allow the cow to eat it. In the same way lawyers and teachers 
of the law were stumbling block for the simple faithful who were 
striving towards God and his kingdom. They were stumbling block not 
only for others’ salvation but theirs as well because they seem to pursue 
not their spiritual growth but own credibility as a recognized 
personality. They were not true to their own self and to God.  

In today’s world, especially in India the law, lawyers and leaders have 
become more hypocritical than those of Jesus’ time. Our leaders seem 
to use their knowledge and prosperity to bring down the integrity of 
common people. Law and lawyers became only for those who have and 
not for have-not. Today the common people have lost their trust in 
them because they lack truthfulness, love and respect. Therefore, the 
readings are inviting us to be faithful in God alone and promote his light 
to the world at large so that our life may not become a destructive 
factor for others, instead it may become life giving source. 

Raphael Hasdak csc  



2017   October   20 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings:   Rom 4:1-8; Lk 12:1-7 

The first reading tells us how Abraham put his faith on God and 

what reward he got for being faithful. He was faithful to God at 

all times of his life. We have heard ‘faith can move the 

mountains’ in our life. There are things which have happened 

because of our little faith. Faith is greatest gift of God for us. From 

the Gospel reading we can understand that, nothing can be kept 

in secret, whatever is kept in secret will be revealed. And Jesus 

continues, do not be afraid of those who kill the body. We face 

suffering and difficulties because of speaking truth, we live in a 

society where all want to be rich; and all of us like shortcuts, copy 

and paste, which goes against the truth. In our society many 

people have been killed because of speaking the truth, because 

truth is always bitter and it affects us often. In our life also there 

are times when we told lies to get things done easily. In today’s 

world, for truth there is no value and place. The Gospel reading 

of the day tells us, we should not be afraid of telling truth, 

because we may face difficulty or get killed because of speaking 

truth, people of this world can only kill our body not soul. After 

our death there is judgment we need to be afraid of that person 

who can put us in hell, that is God the Father. 

Vijith Mathias csc 

 

 



2017   October   21 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 4:13, 16-18; Lk 12:8-12 

In today’s reading we clearly see faith in God as the theme. In the 

first reading it is mentioned that Abraham was given the position 

of the Father of all Nations because of his simple faith in God. 

When he was asked to leave his land and move to the promised 

land he never knew his future after following the command of 

God, but he was faithful to the call of God.  

In our lives too, many a time we are asked to take up decision or 

challenges. During those times we doubt and lose the faith we 

had in Jesus. He said, “If you have faith like a mustard seed, you 

can move the mountains.” Today Jesus tells us to believe in him 

and he will give us the Holy Spirit who will guide us in our daily 

life.  

Most often in our daily life we find difficulty to speak about Jesus 

to our friends because we think of what others will think of us, 

we feel ashamed. Today Jesus if asking us not to be afraid of any 

circumstance to spread God’s kingdom on this earth because it is 

the Holy Spirit who is in us who will speak on our behalf. Let us 

pray that we have the courage to spread the gospel to the ends 

of the earth and believe that God is always with us. 

Joel Mendonca csc  



2017   October   22 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 45:1, 4-6; 1Thes 1:1-5b; Mt 22:15-21 
Today’s first reading and gospel emphasizes universality of our God. 
Questions may be arising in many of us regarding why did God 
choose only Israel? Why did he communicate only to Israel? It is 
difficult to arrive at a conclusion but what we know from the reading 
is that God chose Israel and he armed them with his love. Yahweh 
proclaims his universal nature and introduces himself as the creator 
to Israel. But on the other hand, Israel went on doing mischief that 
went against the universal God who chose Israel out of his love. One 
such mischief was testing Yahweh. In today’s gospel we see 
Pharisees testing Jesus’ authenticity to which Jesus gives the 
beautiful answer that one could ever find in the world for those who 
are struggling with their origin and purpose of life on earth: “Give to 
God what belongs to God.” What is it that belongs to God? How do 
we give back to him? It’s the portrait of each one of us that belongs 
to him. The metal had limited value with the portrait of Caesar 
compared to the portrait that God created with his own ‘image and 
likeness’. How much could it be worth? Jesus answered it from Cross 
as he took our broken images and put them together and ‘offered 
himself to God as the ransom for many’(1Tim 2:6). Looking at 
today’s society situation the portraits of the creator are being 
trampled upon, raped, killed, disfigured, humiliated, hated, and 
discarded. We all are partakers in these crimes silently in one way 
or the other but the call of Jesus is give back to God what belongs to 
God, for God created them ‘male and female’. Accepting universality 
of God probably would mean, then, to stand where we are with our 
own limitedness, brokenness, humiliations, injustice, sinfulness, and 
say ‘Here I am Lord’ instead of hiding as Adam did in the garden and 
blaming the creator for his creation. 

Wilfred csc  



2017   October   23 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 4: 20 – 25; Lk 12: 13 – 21 

The reading invites me to be rich in the sight of God; by 

doing the good deeds that Jesus has shown me. As a human 

being my one of the primary focuses is to accumulate 

money, power and good position in community like the 

foolish man in the gospel. I too think like this foolish man, 

when I have enough money in my hand I feel that I am 

someone great in the society. At times I try to do get 

attention from others by giving myself the status as a 

brother in the society specially in the ministry place and find 

it difficult to step down into the life of the ordinary people 

who are much richer in the sight of God than I am. I always 

find comfort in doing little but through this reading Jesus 

invites me to pull down all my barns which is full of worldly 

pleasure and build a barn full of love, kindness, simplicity 

etc. Then I too become rich in the sight of God.   

Jijo Philip csc  



2017   October   24 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 5:12, 15b, 17 – 19, 20 -21; Lk 12: 35 - 38 

Happy are those who wait for the good purpose, for their 
intentions will be fulfilled. God created the Time, but he 
waited to reveal his glory to all the Israelites as they crossed 
the Red Sea. And then he also waited patiently to manifest 
himself through his only son Jesus Christ to all the humanity 
in order to save us from the power of sin and death. Jacob 
waited nearly fourteen years to get his love Rachel. Noah 
waited more than seven days for the water to abate from 
the surface of the earth. From divine to humanity in the 
Holy Bible, whoever waited patiently, their intentions were 
fulfilled at last. 

There are many ways to wait; first, waiting eagerly and 
looking for someone to come or some incident to happen; 
secondly, keeping himself/herself busy, so that he/she may 
not be bored, while waiting for someone or something; 
thirdly, waiting and doing some good work in order not to 
kill the time.  

As Christians we are waiting for second coming Jesus at the 
end of the time. I am invited from the today’s Gospel to wait 
patiently for Jesus by praying, preparing myself worthily 
and doing acts of charity. 

Bro. Peter Paul csc  



2017   October   25 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 6: 12-18; Lk 12: 39-48 

The readings of the day invite us to prepare ourselves for 

the second coming of Jesus Christ. Through Gospel reading 

Jesus is warning us to be ready to face the Son of God at any 

time because he is coming at an unexpected hour. And he 

gives a very good comparison of faithful and unfaithful 

servants so that we can choose what kind of person we wish 

to be. Regarding the second coming of the Son of God, Jesus 

had told many parables i.e., rich fool, ten virgins, wicked 

tenants, and weeds among the wheat etc. All these sayings 

of Jesus are helping us to prepare and  welcome the Lord 

with pure heart, pure mind and soul. In the first reading we 

read St. Paul saying “for sin will have no dominion over you, 

since you are not under law but under grace.” We are no 

more slaves of sin but rather children of righteousness. So, 

it is the time for us to live a righteous and holy life in and for 

Christ so that when the Son of God comes in his glory and 

time, he will find us worthy for his kingdom. 

Praveen Bandula csc  



2017   October   26 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 6:19-23; Lk 12:49-53 

Whenever I read this particular passage from the Lukan Gospel, I 

feel whatever Jesus is saying here is true, because in my own 

family my uncle and aunty have family problems. Though they 

stay in the same house they cook separately, and have no 

communication at all. Similarly there are many happenings in the 

world that show that what Jesus saying here is true. Luke 

presents here Jesus as troublemaker, but here Jesus is a 

troublemaker to those who are away from the kingdom of God. 

Here Jesus is troublemaker to those who put themselves ahead 

of kingdom of God, here Jesus is troublemaker to those who put 

Law before humanity, and he wants us to be purified and refined 

through his fire, and this fire is Holy Spirit himself. When this 

Spirit is with us we separate ourselves from the bad, we separate 

ourselves from evil, because our Lord is Holy and full of Love. In 

the movie Encounter when someone ask Jesus why God punishes 

people when he is full of love and mercy, the answer Jesus gives 

is, ‘yes our Lord is full of love and mercy but he is also a God of 

purity.’ 

So, let us pray today, that the Lord may send us his fire to purify 

us and refine us and to make us holy. 

Pretham Joy Menezes csc  



2017   October   27 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 7: 18-25;  Lk 12: 54-59 

‘Why do you not judge for yourself what is right?’ (Lk 12:57). This is 
one of the questions raised by Jesus in today's Gospel to each one 
of us which stands as a focal theme for today's liturgy too. Self- 
awareness is the key way to be closer to God. When I personally 
pondered upon this question, most of the time I too felt like St. Paul 
in the first reading where he also questions his will to do Good which 
does not result in his actions.  

Being a Seminarian many times I got inspired by the word of God, 
spiritual direction, Mass reflection, recollection talk and Rectors’ 
instructions. They all influenced me to do good always. I had the 
willingness to follow the statutes of God in my life but often failed 
to be persistent in following it in my actions. Even recently one of 
my fellow members in the community advised me saying: “Your 
message and your actions don’t suit." Yes, it's true; the more I 
wanted to be good the more I had the temptations to do evil. So, 
there is always a conflict within me between choosing good and evil 
and between following the law of God and law of sin. On other hand 
it is just because I judged my own actions I came to realize the 
mistakes that I commit. That's why Jesus himself said judge for 
yourself what is right. 

So today I join the psalmist and pray that the Lord God may teach 
me his statutes, help me to judge for myself what is right and 
practice it in my life as a sign of my love for him.  

Martin M.M. csc 

  



2017   October   28 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Eph 2: 19-22; Lk  6:12-16 

Life consists of making decisions and choice of interest, profession, 

work, and rest. I am strongly convinced that the Lord speaks to me in 

my busiest situation through the Scripture.  At this moment I am very 

much busy in my theological studies, lots of assignments, writing papers 

and reading books. Today, my Lord comes into my life through the 

Gospel reading in which he is encouraging me to take a break and give 

time for introspection in front of him in earnest prayer as he himself did 

in the scripture before choosing the twelve disciples: ‘Taking a Break” 

and spending time in prayer to make a right choice. As I reflect it is very 

relevant to my life that hardly I could rest and relax due to lots of 

worries and tension running in the mind especially regarding study 

matters. Taking a break would include spending longer time in prayer 

to seek God's inspiration how to live my life and make a decision or a 

choice which is very important for my life. It would mean spending time 

with a friend sharing life experiences or reading a good book or sharing 

God's blessings with people who are struggling in my ministry place. 

Taking a break can help to invigorate myself to return to my studies, 

work with a feeling of relaxation and looking forward to using my time 

effectively and purposefully. The word of God today challenges me with 

a question i.e., “Do I take a break"? How do I set aside my time for a 

“Break” in my busy schedule and feel the refreshing difference? It is 

very challenging for me to decide what, how, when, where to do certain 

things and get away from unnecessary activities, and rather focus on 

the activities that would enhance my life growth and development.  

Friny Peter csc  



2017   October   29 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 22:20-26; 1Thes 1:5c-10; Mt 22:34-40 

The background of the question that the teacher of the law asks 

Jesus is that in Judaism there was a tendency to expand the law 

limitlessly and to sum up the law into one general statement 

which would serve as a compendium of the whole message. In 

the Bible, some similar examples found in the Old Testament are 

Ps 15:1-5, Is 56:1, Mic 6:8 and Hab 2:4. Jesus answers the 

question of the scribe by quoting Deut 6:8 which is part of the 

Shema, the basic and essential creed of the Jews and Lev 19:18. 

He thus sums up the whole commandments into loving God and 

loving neighbors. 

The teaching of Jesus points to the fact that religion consists in 

loving God with all our heart, with all our soul and with all our 

mind. Secondly, our love for God must be seen in our love for our 

fellow human beings who are created in God’s own image and 

likeness. In other words, our love must be translated into true 

devotion to God and practical service to fellow human beings.  

Bilingshar Syiemlieh csc  



2017   October   30 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 8:12-17; Lk 13:10-17 

As I was reflecting upon this passage I put myself in the place of 

that woman. I am a person who is crippled in different ways: it 

may be emotionally, physically and so on. From many years I was 

suffering with sinus. I consulted many doctors, but it had no 

effect on my sickness. Finally, I had put total trust in the hands of 

God. I prayed every day, and one side of me was saying, ‘why you 

worry when the healer is with you.’ These words helped to 

increase my faith in Jesus and I got healed. Yes, this is the faith 

the woman had in the gospel. I was depressed, felt discouraged, 

and felt that God had abandoned me when I was sick. That 

crippled lady in the gospel must have gone through a similar 

experience. But she didn’t give up her faith, rather she listened 

to the word of God. 

The reading reminds me that, to do some good works I need not 

to wait for a particular time because every day is a gift from God. 

It also invites me to have faith like that woman who had 

completely surrendered to God all her worries.  “Lord Jesus, you 

grant freedom to those who seek you. Give me freedom to walk 

in your way of love and to praise and worship you always. Show 

me how I can bring your mercy and healing love to those in need 

around me." 

Bonaventure Lobo csc 



2017   October   31 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Rom 8:18-25; Lk 13:18-21 

There is lot of things to do as Christians. Our baptismal 
commitment demands us so much, for we all are involved in 
building God’s kingdom of peace, love and justice. The kingdom 
of God lies within us, and in and around us. In connection to my 
experience of life, I would say, it is not easy to live like Christ. It is 
easy to love myself rather than loving my friends and neighbors. 
It is even harder to go around, meet the people and do some 
charity in my little ways. It is more painful to start making positive 
changes within me and take steps in the right direction. It is 
easier to point out the negativities of others but not myself. In 
contrast, Jesus himself lived a perfect life which is an example for 
you and me. As Christians, the best way of establishing God’s 
kingdom is to start living like Christ, who is our perfect figure. Joy 
comes only when we are in the person of Jesus. Though we are 
bound to temptations in our world, we are also demanded to 
build the kingdom of God at every moment. Therefore, we need 
to equip ourselves with all spiritual qualities like kindness, 
compassion, forgiving, love, faithfulness, understanding, peace, 
etc. If we would carry all these values and make these things 
happen in our life and in the life of others, then I would 
confidently say, we are experiencing God’s kingdom. Hence, each 
one is responsible to become an authentic Christian and in 
building upon Christ in our life and in the life of others. May we 
fully grow spiritually that others may find comfort in us. 

Stephen Langsianmunga csc 

 


