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2018   March   1 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jer 17: 5-10; Lk 16: 19-31 

The readings and psalm of today’s liturgy reminds me of the life of 

Blessed Basil Moreau and his words “trust in God’s providence” which 

is also one of the dimensions of the spirituality of the Congregation of 

Holy Cross. He places all his trust in God’s providence by holding on to 

Cross as his only hope. It is the same invitation that he gives to each one 

of us: to keep our trust in the Lord always especially in the dark time of 

our life. When I reflected upon this theme I realized that at times we 

too get very anxious and worried about so many things: community 

difficulties, health problems, family problems, the future, or even the 

past experiences etc... 

However, as the followers of Jesus we must learn to go beyond a merely 

human viewpoint, i.e., to see things with the eyes of faith which leads 

us to be convinced that God is in charge of everything. The only thing 

he asks from us is to do our best and leave the result in his loving Divine 

Providence. But often we have a tendency to leave everything to God 

without taking effort from our part. Our faith or trust in God must 

reflect in our actions too. God spoke through the letter of St. James 2:20 

that faith without action is dead. Faith works together with our works, 

and by works faith is made perfect.    

In the first readings God speaks through prophet Jeremiah that we must 

trust in the Lord who sees our heart and penetrates the mind. He sees 

our hearts and rewards us for our actions. With this intention let us ask 

the Lord to help us to be rooted in him and let us give our best in 

everything we do while having our trust in God’s providence. 
 

Martin M. Muthu csc 



2018   March   2 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 37: 3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
 

In the first reading of today we see how Joseph was treated by his 

brothers. Joseph’s father loved him so much that his brothers were 

jealous, so they wanted to kill him, but at last they sold their brother 

to others. Jealousy can lead us to do various bad things which we 

are not supposed to do. Because I'm jealous I tend to do bad things 

to others. When we do bad things to others it takes us away from 

God. 

In the Gospel reading we see how the tenants treated the workers 

of the master and at last when he sent his son they killed him. They 

thought ‘if we kill this man we can inherit the property.’ The servants 

were waiting to take over the wealth of their master. The reward 

which they received was what they did to others.  This reading 

invites us to be good to everyone and do good to others; if we are 

not able to do good to others at least we should not do bad to others 

because it can cost so much. If we are not doing well and if there is 

possibility of doing good then the power or the responsibility which 

is given to us will be taken away from us. If we are not doing the 

responsibility which was given to us here is a call for us to change 

from our old self and become a new person, so that we can help 

others and help people to go closer to God.  As we are in the season 

of Lent let us ask God’s grace to be with us and to do good to others 

and help others even it may be difficult.  

Vijith Mathias csc  



2018   March   3 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Mic 7:14-15, 18-20; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Even if the whole world hates us, our parents’ love would 

be never ending. No matter how grave our mistake and 

wrong doings; they would always wait for our change. They 

might be sad for some time, but their love and forgiveness 

would never fade away. The readings of the day are very 

much fitting as an example of the love of parents. It is vividly 

described in the gospel reading that the younger son went 

away from his house taking his entire share and after 

spending everything returned to his father’s house. As soon 

as father saw his son coming back he was filled with joy and 

gave a banquet for his return. Today through these readings 

God wants to tell us that he is waiting to embrace us with 

his loving care because he is interested in us. He only wants 

from us a repentant heart and complete metanoia. 

Therefore, in this season of grace we are invited to walk 

extra mile to return to the loving Lord who is our Savior. 

Raphael Hasdak csc 

  



2018   March   4 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 20: 1-17; 1Cor 1: 22-25; Jn 2:13-25 

The first reading portrays the marvelous deeds that God has done 

to Israelites. He has brought them out of Egypt from slavery. He 

gave them food. He protected them. They received a new life and 

commandments. Commandments are a sign of God’s love for 

Israelites. God expects that his children follow these 

commandments. The Ten Commandments can be divided based 

on two important realities of human life: love for God and love 

for one’s neighbor. This is what Jesus upheld all through his life. 

It is good to follow the commandments of the Lord today. They 

had been moral guidelines to Israelites and they become moral 

guidelines to us today. 

In the gospel reading, Jesus chases out the people who make his 

Father’s house into market. In our context, the church which is 

the people of God can be the father’s house. The community 

gathers for prayer and worship. It is where we experience God’s 

love through his word and Eucharist. We come together as one 

family. But the church can become a centre for business, power 

and status. This can be a dangerous situation for the whole 

community. Let us come back to God by following his 

commandments to express our love for God and neighbor.  

Balaraj  csc 

  



2018   March   5 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: 2 Kgs 5:1-15; Lk 4:24-30 

‘No prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown.’  Our 

expectations, familiarity and prejudice hold us back from 

recognizing the goodness in others. The people of Nazareth 

were waiting for the Messiah who would rule the kingdom 

and protect them from their enemies. Their expectation for 

the Messiah was very high. This idea of Messianic 

expectation blinded them from recognizing Jesus as the 

true Messiah.   

In our context, we are no longer waiting for the messiah, 

because he is the Immanuel, God with us. We live in 

societies where laws decide for human freedom. This often 

leads us to failure in recognizing human needs. There live 

thousands of homeless in our streets, but how many of us 

do really render service to them? Instead of extending our 

helping hand don’t we misjudge them? During this season 

of grace let us ask ourselves: How do I respond to the needy 

brothers and sisters?  

Lord help me to recognize you in every human person I 

meet, doing so, I may live this Lenten season worthily.  

Prasanta Basumatary csc  



2018   March   6 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Dan 3:25, 34-43; Mt 18:21-35 

The Lord is gracious and merciful. As Christians, the most 

powerful weapon that can transform one’s own life and the 

life of others is forgiveness. Most often, our sinful nature 

turns us away from the love of God and even from our 

relationship with others. From my experience, one of the 

factors why people suffer and feel out of place within family 

and society is their unforgiving heart. At times, we are not 

true to ourselves and are often misled by our pride, 

prestige, and greed, thinking that our life would be free 

from anxieties and all adversities of life. But in reality, we 

do struggle and always strive to live a better way of life. The 

season of Lent gives us an opportunity to go deeper into our 

very self and figure out what really disturbs us. In order to 

grow and find true happiness in life, it is a time to take a 

little step in life. The little acts of love, forgiveness, 

generosity, understanding, faithfulness, mercy, 

truthfulness, etc. that we do and show to others would 

bring much joy in our lives. We are hurting ourselves by 

keeping our grudges and revenge of the person who 

offended us. As Jesus did, let our life too reflect and 

manifest the character of God. 

Stephen Langsianmunga csc 



2018   March   7 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings:  Deut 4:1, 5-9; Mt 5:17-19 

We are in the third week of the season of Lent. The readings of 

the day invite us to be faithful to the law of the Lord.  In the 

gospel reading we see Jesus telling the people that he has not 

come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law. Because people 

thought of Jesus as a prophet, as teacher and as healer, they saw 

him as one of revolutionary figures who came to change the life 

situation of people and to renew the society. Jesus calls each one 

of us to obey the law. What is the law of the Lord? The law is: 

love the Lord with all our heart and soul and mind and also love 

our neighbours as we love ourselves. This is the law that Jesus 

taught us. Jesus also came to fulfill this law by becoming a human 

being like any of us.  

In the first reading we see that Moses calls the people of Israel to 

give heed to the statutes and the ordinances and urges them to 

follow them that they may live and take possession of the land 

which the Lord gives them. Keeping and following the law is 

wisdom. This wisdom as we know from the Scripture is the ‘fear 

of the Lord’. Therefore, the love of the Lord is always with us till 

the end of time. And especially during this Lent he outpours his 

love abundantly. Let us pray that we may live our life worthily 

and prepare ourselves well during this season of Lent to receive 

the life that has been prepared for us in heaven.  

Lawrence S csc   



2018   March   8 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23 

Lent is an opportune time that comes every year to let us encounter 

God in our lives. Today’s readings present the theme: ‘Returning to God 

in Repentance’. The Lord is never tired of forgiving us. His arms are 

always open so that, we may embrace him with repentance.  

We see what can happen when we do not remember all that God has 

done in our lives. In the first reading, we are called to listen to God’s 

voice and follow the way marked out for us. God faithfully sends 

prophets and people who will remind us of all the good things he has 

done for us and continues to do for us. Hard-hearted, stiff-necked and 

stubborn as we are, we generally persist in doing and fulfilling our own 

desires. This sort of attitudes and emotions always take us away from 

the presence of the Lord. This is what is reflected in the life of Israelites. 

They always walked in the hardness of their hearts and turned their 

backs, not their faces, to God. Despite all our evil ways, the Lord invites 

us to return to him with repentance and gratefulness in our hearts.  

The gospel reading presents Jesus as one who liberates people from 

demons and evil possessions. Jesus frees something from within a dumb 

man and he is then able to speak. Some people admired him for his 

miracle while some questioned him. Yet, Jesus remained calm and 

steady when challenged for a sign to prove his authority. He does not 

allow this kind of negativity or disbelief which creates doubts and 

divisions. Hard hearts like us find it very difficult to be moved by 

devotion, to be filled with gratitude and to seek the path of peace and 

reconciliation. Let us experience God’s grace during this season of lent.  

Saripudi Chinnaiah csc  



2018   March   9 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Hos 14: 2 – 10; Mk 12: 28 – 34 

The entire Gospel in itself holds its foundation on two great 

commandments. When we look at the works and words of 

Jesus his teachings are always connected with these two 

commandments “To Love”. Love is not only a feeling but a 

choice and this choice is not always a nice feeling. Whether 

we like it or not we have to continue to love to do good. 

‘God is love’ and prophet Hosea tells us how God is anxious 

to shower his love and gifts to us if we only turn back to him. 

For Jesus also to love was a challenge because apart from a 

choice it also demands something. Therefore, at the garden 

of Gethsemane Jesus said: “Father for you all things are 

possible; remove this cup from me; but not what I want but 

what you want.” Love always demands a great sacrifice. 

Until one learned to sacrifice oneself, one can never love 

God or others. This season of grace invites each one of us 

to open our hearts, our minds, and our souls to the love of 

God by taking a U-turn from the old to the new way of life 

in serving others even though we have to make sacrifices in 

our life 

Marbilus Kharakor csc 

  



2018   March   10 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Hos 5: 15b -6:6; Lk 18:9-14 

One of the greatest gifts one can have in one’s life is the 

attitude of humility. The tax collector in the gospel sets an 

example before us. What was his attitude? His attitude was 

self-surrender. Surrendering oneself into someone’s hand is 

the hardest thing that one can do.  Jesus is the perfect 

example for this attitude. The tax collector in the gospel is 

the hero of the day because of his attitude. “God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner.”  Right thing to do at right time is 

wisdom, and to gain that wisdom at right moment we need 

the attitude of the tax collector in the gospel who went 

home justified before God. What does God expect from us? 

As clearly stated in the gospel, it is attitude of humility 

before God. No ritual can justify us before God if we are not 

humble. The tax collector surrendered himself to God and 

in a way invited the Pharisee to learn from him how to pray 

to God. Today lots of our prayers probably resemble the 

way the Pharisee prayed. For the acceptance of our prayer 

our attitude needs be mended without which we go home 

being satisfied praying for long hours: only satisfying our 

ego rather than God. 

Wilfred Francis Dais csc  



2018   March   11 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: 2 Chr 36: 14- 16, 19- 23; Eph 2: 4- 10; Jn 3: 14- 21 

“By grace you have been saved”. Yes, from the time of creation 

till date, God continues to save the humanity by his grace. 

Irrespective of our unfaithfulness in following his ways, He 

continues to liberate us because he loves us all. His love for 

humanity was revealed when God allowed his son Jesus Christ 

to die on the cross. Having faith and trusting God is a sign that 

the person is in need of God’s help. It is true in human life, 

because no one can fulfill all of one’s desires on one’s own, 

but for God it is possible. When a person fails to understand 

or fails to accept this reality then the person falls into sin with 

or without his or her awareness. And even today many of us 

don’t realize our need for God’s grace in our life. However, the 

readings of the day tell us that our God is very kind and 

merciful towards all the human being. He would never let 

anyone go away without being rewarded by his love and he 

would save everyone by his grace. Indeed, we are all already 

saved at the very moment when Jesus Christ died on the cross. 

Therefore, the readings invite us to turn away from our way of 

life that leads us to darkness and follow the ways of the Lord 

that leads us to light and life eternal.  

 John Kennedy A csc  

  



2018   March   12 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 65: 17-21; Jn 4: 43-54 
The Gospel of the day narrates the story of two categories of people. 

The first is the people of Jesus’ own home town who do not believe in 

his authority and in his power, in spite of having witnessed the miracles 

performed by Jesus amidst them. The second category is the official and 

his servants, who had tremendous faith in Jesus.  

Lack of faith makes Jesus to do no miracle and thus he goes away from 

his hometown. The deep faith of the people in his power allows him to 

continue to perform miracles in the life of people. Cana is the place 

where he had begun his public ministry by turning water into wine. 

There, the faith of his beloved mother was the focal point. People, who 

had witnessed the miracle, grew in faith in Jesus and waited for his 

return to Cana. The officer who was told to go because his son would 

live, went back trusting in Jesus and witnessed a great miracle on the 

way when he met his servants. Jesus was able to heal the child from a 

long distance. He could bridge the gap between his Physical presence 

and the child. The element which bridged the gap between Jesus and 

the child is the deep faith of the father of the sick child.  

At times lack of faith overrides my life and I realize a vacuum being 

created in my life. This particular gospel passage invites me to recognize 

that vacuum in my life, which I need to fill with a deep faith in Jesus. 

Only that deep faith can bridge the gap between Jesus and me, my 

needs, my aspirations and so on. There are times when I do not even 

understand his plan for my life, or the ways in which he works in my life. 

However, the words of prophet Jeremiah that God has a plan for my 

life, not for any harm rather for my welfare, (Jer 29: 11) strengthens and 

motivates me to be strong in my faith in Jesus.  

Siju Pappachan csc  



2018   March   13 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ezek 47: 1-9, 12; Jn 5: 1-16 

In today’s gospel reading we see Jesus healing an ill person at the 
pool. Near that pool there was a multitude of sick people who 
were blind, lame and paralyzed waiting for the angel of the Lord 
to descend into the pool and stir the water. The belief was that 
the first person who entered soon after the water was moved by 
the angel would be healed. Jesus’ eyes fell on the one person who 
was longing to get healed of his illness but he was unable to get 
into the water. The Lord Jesus in compassion said to him, “Do you 
want to be made well?” Here we see that Jesus asks consent to 
heal him. Jesus knows that we are in need of healing but he waits 
to hear the confession from our own lips that we need him and 
accept him as our Savior. The ill person’s answer is very pathetic 
in saying I have no one to help me. Jesus said to him: “Stand up, 
take your mat and walk”. Here Jesus is teaching us a lesson that 
when we are saved, we are not only told to rise, but also to walk. 
There is immediate obedience to the words of Jesus without 
hesitation or doubting. He took up his mat and walked. This 
miracle took place on a Sabbath. The Jewish people were 
forbidden to do any work on the Sabbath. This man was a Jew 
and Jesus also was a Jew. Yet, Jesus commands him and he carries 
his mat. Jesus did not break the Sabbath, but he gave first priority 
to an act of mercy. Jesus by doing this showed us an example that 
more than laws human person is important. 

Bharath Babu Putti csc  



2018   March   14 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 

Today the readings invite me to cultivate a personal and 
intimate relationship with God. My relationship with God 
needs to be like that of Jesus and his Father ‘Abba'. It 
becomes easy for me to love God when I know that God 
loves me unconditionally in spite of who I am and what I 
am. God loves us more than a woman who loves her nursing 
child. When I was reading this passage I was lost in this 
thought. It's a strange thing that we can think of a woman 
failing to cater to the needs of her nursing child; even 
animals are very sensitive to their little ones.  

When I know that God loves me beyond the measure I need 
to be gripped by his love to love the others unconditionally. 
For me, it is a real challenge, ‘with what intention or with 
what interest am I living my life?’ Am I self-centered? When 
I begin to look at the word from God, I become a 
transformed person. This is a challenge but there are little 
ways that I can manifest my intimacy with God. In the daily 
life, be the first one to forgive and ask for forgiveness, be 
ever ready to help, be open to asking help, learn from every 
little thing, appreciate genuinely, confront putting oneself 
in the other, spend time before every act you do or say. 

Joyson John Barboza csc 



2018   March   15 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 

We see in today's gospel reading Jesus revealing his 

identity. He conveys the message that God who sent us on 

earth will certainly be with us in our life. At times we human 

beings feel that there is no specific purpose in our life on 

this earth than just to live till we die. Today Jesus assures 

that there is a plan for everyone whom he has sent. As John 

the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for Jesus, so the 

God who sent us on earth has a plan for us, a plan to 

accomplish his mission of love and show his tangible 

presence through us. It is upto us to recognize the value of 

our life. As we are in the season of Lent let us try to walk in 

the way of suffering Jesus. Let us make our life meaningful 

by doing works of love. Let us walk an extra mile than our 

usual days of being minimum in our relationship building: 

relationship with God, self and the other. Let us mold 

ourselves into Christ, who is living in us. Let us be assured 

that Jesus the son of God who suffered for us until his death 

will also be with us to do his work on the earth through us. 

Roshan Dsouza csc 

 



2018   March   16 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Wis 2:1, 12-22; Jn  7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Jesus is challenging each one of us by his acts. Though he knew that 

his life was in danger he never kept quiet, rather he went openly and 

started teaching about the good news. The Pharisees knew that this 

person is not an extraordinary man but one among them. They had 

a concept of Messiah coming from the unknown.  

Most often we find it hard to accept the suggestions and the 

instructions given by our younger brothers or sisters because we feel 

that we are greater than them and we know them well. Once in a 

car work shop a mechanic built an amazing car to impress the owner 

but once it was done the owner was ready to take a test drive. There 

was a problem that the car was few inches taller than the door of 

the garage. So mechanic suggested that he would redo the car which 

the owner was not happy to agree. The other way was to break the 

door which the mason did not agree. Later, watching all that was 

happening the watchman entered and said, “You could release the 

air of the wheels.” The master was impressed. Similarly, we need to 

be ready to listen to the least of the people who may be considered 

as second-class citizens according to us. In our life we may have 

heard many good things about our friends. We always are jealous of 

the fact that another becomes greater than us. Most often we may 

try to dig up the past incidents of his/her life and try to put down 

the person. We ourselves may have many problems in life but we 

always wait for some outsider to come and solve our problems 

because we don’t value the persons we have with us.  

Joel Mendonca csc 

  



2018   March   17 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jer 11: 18-20; Jn 7: 40-53 
Our ego and prejudice do not allow us to see the goodness in others. 

Even if something stands as great in the eyes of others we try to 

criticize their perspective. We may even justify saying “If someone 

is doing things which you can’t do, appreciate them; and that’s the 

reason I don’t appreciate anyone because I can do everything.” 

Who am I to judge, and how can I ask questions regarding how 

others can do these things? Do I think that all are not capable of 

doing everything or some people are not supposed to do 

something? What makes me to think that I can do anything and 

others cannot, is it my ego or self-confidence. Whether someone 

from Galilee or from my own place: does this make any difference 

in one’s own personal ability? The Lord is telling me that every 

human being is created for a purpose, everyone has capacity to do 

something, sometimes someone may be good in music, someone 

may be in studies and someone may be in extracurricular activities 

but in common all are called to do something. At times when our 

ego overtakes we forget to see the good in others. The first reading 

and the Gospel give us a glimpse of God’s plan. If God decides that 

something is going to happen through someone then who am I to 

stop that activity or to condemn that person. Let my prayer be 

today, Lord help me to appreciate the gift and talents that you have 

given to each and everyone equally, let my eyes not be closed to see 

the good in others and may my spirit be guided by your Spirit so that 

my participation in your passion be fruitful in this Lenten season.     

Philosan S csc   



2018   March   18 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jer 31:31-34; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 

We are in the 5th Sunday of Lent. Today’s liturgy invite us to 

obedience to the will of God. Through his suffering, Christ 

learned obedience to his Father in heaven. It is because of his 

obedience to the Father that he saved us from sins and became 

the source of eternal salvation. 

In the first reading we see that the people of Israel disobeyed the 

covenant that God made between them. Though they broke the 

covenant, God is ever ready to forgive and forget their sins for 

failing to obey the covenant of God. However, He is willing to 

make another covenant that is the covenant of love and 

belongingness. ‘I will be their God and they will be my people’. 

The Gospel teaches us that when we learn how to obey the will 

of God, God will glorify us. Many a times in our life we tend to 

obey the world rather than God who is the giver of everything 

and who is full of love and mercy. Human as we are obedience at 

times become difficult because it touches one’s ego. But Jesus 

tells us that until and unless we sacrifice and humble ourselves 

to let go or shed our ego and die to our sins, God will keep a 

distance from us. 

Therefore, to allow Christ to dwell in us and create a pure heart 

within us, we are all called to listen to the voice of Jesus speaking 

to us every day and to remain obedient to what Jesus wants us 

to do for him. 

Vicky L Gayang csc  



2018   March   19 
 

Back to Calendar 

 Readings: 2 Sam 7: 4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4: 13, 16-18,22; Mt 1: 16,18-21, 24a 

Today’s Solemnity of Saint Joseph, husband of Blessed Virgin Mary, invites 

me to look at mysterious ways of life situations and works of God with total 

faith and hope in God. It is very true indeed, that disappointments and 

uncertainty of life arise and blind all wishes and desires of life like that of 

Saint Joseph in the gospel of today. It calls me to an introspection of how 

far I have placed my faith in God and how do I accept God’s will in my 

journey of pursuing my dream of becoming a religious. It is also applicable 

to my vow of obedience where I have to obey and make decision out of my 

faith in God and then willingly accept and follow it, hoping for the best 

outcome. There are times I questioned myself how and why it is happening 

to me, at certain point of time having disturbing thoughts, thus leading me 

to sleepless nights and restless state of being. I do believe that such was the 

mind and heart of Joseph when Mary was found with a child before they 

both came together.  

But it was the angel of the Lord who strengthens and gives the 

understanding of this mystery of the Son of God to be born in the person of 

Mary. It was then Joseph who willingly placed his deep faith and 

surrendered to all that was said and did the will of God. The result of 

Joseph’s acceptance with strong faith brought forth the best gift that God 

can ever give to me and whole humanity out of love. It must have been a 

tough decision for Joseph to believe all that is said and asked by the angel 

to do. But he did it in complete faith and trust in the God in whom he 

believed and not afraid to do the will of God.  

So, today the feast of Saint Joseph invites me, to take a risk and willingly 

surrender all of my uncertainties and unbelief to God and to hope for God’s 

will to become true and be a reality experience today and in the days ahead 

of me.  

Friny Peter csc  



2018   March   20 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Num 21: 4-9, Jn 8: 21-30 

“The one who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, 

because I always do what is pleasing to him”. These are the 

words that struck me from the gospel today and today Jesus 

is inviting us to have an unfading faith and trust in the Lord 

who has called us to be his followers. As we are in the 

season of lent and we are preparing ourselves to become 

witnesses of the great event of the Pascal mystery of Christ, 

Jesus is invite us to be depend on him and to trust him with 

whole our heart because he is assuring us his divine 

presence at every moment of our life. To become parts of 

you and me he went through all the suffering and shame of 

this world in order to save you and me from our own sinful 

nature. Let us turn to God like the people of Israel and ask 

his mercy and let us trust in his words that whatever is good 

for us in our day today life he will do for us and his presence 

will be always with us as we follow in his footsteps.  

Jijo Philip csc 

 

  



2018   March   21 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Dan 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn 8:31-42 

Today’s liturgy invites us to remain in Christ’s Word and he 

will free everyone who believes in him. In the gospel 

reading, Jesus said to Jews who believed him that if they 

remained in his word they would be his disciples and would 

know the truth and truth will set them free. In our mind, we 

can raise a question, who is truth and how it will free us. 

Jesus says, “I am the way and the truth and the life,” Jn 16:4. 

So Jesus is the one who redeemed us from the slavery of sin 

as he says in the gospel, ‘everyone will be freed from 

slavery.’ We sometimes behave like Jews who said that they 

had never been enslaved to anyone and continue to be a 

slave to Satan and falling in sin and living life in an 

irresponsible way. When are we going to realize that we are 

sinners and we need the savior Jesus Christ to free us from 

the slavery of sin? Let us also remember that we were at 

bought at a price (1Cor 6: 20) by Jesus Christ by dying on the 

cross. let us be grateful for the great sacrifice on the cross 

and in this season of Lent let us go back to him and remain 

in his word and do what he wants us to do. 

Manoj K Rathinam csc 

  



2018   March   22 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Gen 17:3-9; Jn 8:51-59 

Today’s readings remind us of God’s covenant with each one of 

us. Today’s readings present God as Covenant maker. There are 

no tricks or surprises, God makes a covenant with Abraham in 

return for his faithfulness. He honored Abraham as father of all 

the nations. The very moment Abraham encountered God’s 

presence in his life the transformation took place in his life 

because he fully surrendered himself to God. He believed in the 

word of God and the everlasting Covenant. In the gospel Jesus 

says, “very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see 

death.” Jews failed to recognize Jesus as their savior and as the 

manifestation of God himself. He is the alpha and omega and he 

said to them, “Very truly, I tell you before Abraham was, I am.”  

Today Jesus asks each one of us if we are giving more importance 

to word of God in our day to day life. When we read it and put 

into practice we represent Jesus in our life as God’s children.  

Jesu Manickam csc  
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Back to Calendar 

Readings: Jer 20: 10-13; Jn 10: 31-42 

Today we find in the gospel, Jews did not believe in the teaching of 

Jesus and they wanted to stone him. Jesus came in to this world to 

fulfill God’s plan. Therefore, it is true that he claimed he is the son 

of God, but Jews could not accept that. Jesus asked the Jews, “for 

which of these good works are you going to stone me?” The Jews 

answered, “it is not for the good work that we are going to stone you 

but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are 

making yourself God.” Jesus knew very well the purpose of his life 

here on earth. Therefore, he spoke what is true and what comes 

from his heavenly Father. When I look at my daily life, sometimes I 

find it difficult to accept others, who are true to themselves and who 

stand for the truth. We sometimes tend to think that people are 

bluffing but we seldom know the story behind the truth. We are very 

fast to judge and condemn the person. When somebody does the 

wrong thing we say, I don’t want to condemn the person but 

respond to the act and correct. The Jews said to Jesus that they did 

not want to stone him for what he is doing well. In this way the Jews 

failed to appreciate and recognize the good works of Jesus but 

instead they wanted to condemn and put Jesus into trouble. We are 

reminded today that we need to learn how to appreciate and 

recognize the good works of others and at the same time stand for 

the truth and what we believe in, without fear. 

Lawrence Wanniang csc  
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Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ezek 37: 21-28; Jn 11: 45-56  

Today’s gospel reading explicitly predicts the death of Jesus. This 

been done by the enemies of Jesus because of his power and 

belief of the people. The word of the high priest Caiaphas 

completes the mission of Jesus on earth, ‘it is better for you to 

have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation 

destroyed’ (v.50). The Pharisees were frightened because of the 

works and wonders performed by Jesus. But Jesus did not stop 

there, rather carried on fulfilling the mission entrusted to him. 

Jesus was not threatened by these things and was not scared of 

doing God’s will. He freely accepted the death to bring salvation 

to the whole humanity, to gather all into one in God. 

The gospel passage clearly points out the way we behave in daily 

activities where fail to see the works of God and follow our 

instincts. We fail to acknowledge the goodness in others and 

become jealous of their growth. As we are in the season of Lent, 

let us pray for the grace to seek God’s will, to discern God’s will 

and to experience the will of God rather than being moved by our 

desires, needs, instincts etc. 

Vimal csc   
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Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 50:4-7; Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1-15:47 
The solemn entry or the triumphal entry of Jesus Christ into the 

city of Jerusalem is celebrated grandly by the Catholic Church. In 

his time, during the common feasts of Israel Jesus might have 

entered Jerusalem several times. It was the law given by God to 

Israel that every Jew must visit the temple during feast days. But 

why on this particular visit did Jesus receive a grand welcome? 

People of Israel believed that he was the Messiah. Israelites were 

tired of Roman rule; they had been waiting for the Messiah to 

free them from their slavery. The three years of Jesus’ ministry 

had given them hope of freedom. In those three years Jesus had 

performed so many signs and miracles, he questioned the 

authority, and he proved that Pharisees and Sadducees were 

wrong. So people were so much connected to his teachings. They 

thought he would be their savior. In the history, after winning the 

wars, the kings were welcomed grandly by the people with olive 

leaves. In the same way Jesus was welcomed to win over the 

Roman rule. But only Jesus knew what the entry into Jerusalem 

means, that he had come not to establish political kingdom but 

to establish the kingdom of God by doing the will of the Father. 

He knew that the same people will be sending him out of the city 

to die on the cross. This feast signifies that, we must welcome 

Jesus into our hearts and our lives by preparing ourselves with 

pure heart and mind. And accept him as the messiah, the one 

who came from the Father to save us and to lead us into his 

kingdom. 

Praveen Bandula csc  



2018   March   26 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 42:1-7; Jn 12:1-11 

“I am doing so many things, and I am helping so many people and 

I don’t have time to pray. For me helping poor people is equal to 

prayer.” These are the things that we often hear in religious 

houses. Sometimes our works make us social workers rather than 

religious, we forget the very purpose of our call. Prayer and 

action always should go together because “prayer without action 

is fruitless and action without prayer is rootless.” Today Jesus was 

criticized for the gesture of Mary because she anointed his feet 

with costliest oil, but Jesus shuts the mouth of all the people 

saying, ‘poor are with you always but not me,’ this concern of 

people for the poor was not because they wanted to help the 

poor, instead they sought their own benefit.  When our intention 

is not in line with the intention of Jesus we find many reasons and 

excuses from our religious task and religious calling. Today we 

want to become “God without God” we want to follow Jesus 

without walking in his footsteps; we want to walk with Jesus 

without becoming like Mary. So today let us pray that we may 

give up our masks and become true religious of Christ.  

Pretham Joy Menezes csc 
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Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33, 36-38 

Today, Tuesday of the Holy Week, the liturgy of the word 

emphasizes the drama which is about to unfold and will end with 

the crucifixion on Good Friday. Have you ever been betrayed? 

How did you feel? I felt bad of course; I felt anger and 

disappointment toward the person who betrayed me. Jesus felt 

bad and disappointed when Judas betrayed and Peter disowned 

him three times. It must be extremely painful to be betrayed by 

someone who is close to you, to whom you have given your trust 

and to whom you have given importance. Peter loves Jesus with 

a strong and simple love. He truly does not want to see the 

Master suffer or die. However, he thinks in human ways and not 

God’s ways. Hence, he denies Jesus. We must depend totally on 

God for all our strength comes from him. We need to embrace 

the difficult moments, trials and challenges with the same love 

that Jesus experienced during his passion. This Holy Week is an 

opportune time for us to turn away from our ways and turn back 

to God who loved us and continues to love us in spite of what we 

have done. The Sacrament of Reconciliation will make us realize 

our sinfulness and will bring us back to God’s embracing love.  

V. Anthoni Reddy csc 
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Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 50:4-9; Mt 26:14-25 
The first reading of today from the book of prophet Isaiah specifically 

puts forth the qualification that a true disciple must follow God in a 

radical and genuine way. One of the qualifications for true discipleship 

is that one must have the attitude of self-surrender. In the gospel we 

hear about the discipleship of Judas Iscariot. When we look at the life 

of Judas more closely, we can sharpen our own discipleship. The first 

thing that we can learn is that the preaching, good works, and our 

regularity in church activities are not going to make us a true disciple of 

Christ. Judas was someone who walked closely with Jesus. He too 

preached in the name of Christ and did wonders, miracles, cast out 

demons in Jesus' name like any other disciples. But we know the end 

story of Judas. It is not at all necessary that if I do many good things I 

am a true disciple. The second aspect that we can learn is that our 

faithfulness, patience and endurance are not at all necessary to claim 

ourselves as true disciples. When all the people found Jesus’s teaching 

very hard and began to leave the twelve disciples remained with Jesus 

and one among them was Judas. Very many times we are obsessed with 

miracles and good works to portray ourselves as faithful disciples of 

Christ.  But, more important it is to have is a heart full of Love for God.  

In Rev 2: 2-4 “I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance. 

I know that you cannot tolerate evildoers; you have tested those who 

claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them to be false. I also 

know that you are enduring patiently and bearing up for the sake of my 

name, and that you have not grown weary. But I have this against you 

that you have abandoned the love you had at first.” True discipleship is 

all centered and sustained around that first love that we had for Christ. 

Anthony Cheliyan csc 
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Back to Calendar 

Readings: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13: 1-15 

Today the church celebrates Holy Thursday, the commemoration 

of the last supper of Jesus Christ, the institution of the Holy 

Eucharist. The readings of the day invite us to reflect upon two 

important themes, firstly the servant leader and secondly 

commandment of love. As I was going through the reading I 

remembered an article which I had read on servant leadership 

where it says, ‘servant leadership is someone who naturally 

serves first and then makes a conscious choice to be a leader’. To 

become a leader, we need to become a servant, that is what 

Jesus invites me to do. We see in the gospel of mark 9: 35 Jesus 

says to his disciples ‘if anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of 

all and servant of all.’ The servant leader knows how to bring the 

sheep back, which we can learn from the life of Jesus. To become 

a servant leader, we need to have an attitude of love towards 

others. Service is a language of love because we serve those we 

love, and we love those we serve. The readings are inviting me to 

see how much I am preparing to be a servant of others and to live 

a life of Jesus. Lord Jesus, pour out your grace that I may serve 

people with love and compassion. 

Boneventure Lobo csc 
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Back to Calendar 

Readings: Is 52:13 - 53:12; Heb 4: 14 - 16, 5: 7- 9; Jn 18: 1 - 19: 42 

Good Friday is the day of the passion and death of the Lord. What 

we have heard from the Gospel reading today is not merely a 

report of what happened to Jesus on the last day of his life here 

on earth. In fact, this is an explanation and proclamation to the 

whole world about why and for what purpose, all those things 

happened to Christ. There would not be the Cross without Christ, 

or a Christ without the Cross. Jesus accepts the cross with his free 

will as an act of obedience and as a fulfillment for the salvation 

of all. Jesus' ultimate expression of love and obedience is 

translated into the death on the Cross. Jesus chooses the way to 

Calvary to save us all. Therefore, cross is not merely an 

instrument of torture and of shameful death but a sign of victory 

and of hope for us all who believe in Jesus. Today we are not 

merely trying to recall to our minds or liturgically celebrate the 

Lord's passion and death; we are asking for the grace of the 

crucified Jesus to live his cross in our lives. In the passion and 

death of the Lord we are celebrating the suffering and death of 

every man and woman, especially of the innocent. We are 

pondering on and trying to fathom the darkness of the human 

heart that can crucify the sinless. 

Jowelson Khongtani csc 

  



2018   March   31 
 

Back to Calendar 

Readings: Holy Saturday 

Holy Saturday is the Day of Silence to reflect the death and the 

burial of Jesus. After the death and burial of Jesus, Mother Mary 

feels the great loss of her beloved one. Death is such a reality 

which makes us speechless when it occurs in our family. We have 

to face alone and as a group. There is no escape. We fail to divert 

our heart and mind to doing other activities. At each moment, we 

think and reflect consciously and unconsciously upon the 

moments – good, bad, joyful or sorrowful - which we shared with 

our loved one, who is now no more. We cry a lot but how long. 

Even in the silence, it hurts us. Sharing with others, the death -

story of loved ones pierces our heart and makes us to cry and 

refreshes our grief. People come and console us saying “This is 

the will of God and we have to accept this reality as a part of life”. 

But we still cry and cry. For a moment we keep silence, but we 

cry again after thinking what s/he had said to us. The day does 

not pass easily but we have to go through. According to me, Holy 

Saturday is the day of “let this moment go” for Mother Mary and 

all of us. Therefore, during Holy Saturday, we are specially invited 

to read the passion and death of Jesus and feel the pain which 

we have inflicted on Jesus by our own sins and thereby brought 

sorrow to Mother Mary. And let us let this moment go and hold 

on only to Hope. 

Peter Paul Dang csc 


